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Pon peruſal of a Pamphlet written by ſo ingenious an Author as 
. Ar. LEſtrange, caled, The Papiſt in Maſquerade, in anſwer 
. tothe CharaGter of a Popiſh Succeſſour, wy expeFation was 
| ftrangely fruſtrated, when I found the Book look more like 2 

Wining, Poor Robin's Almanack thr ar Anſwer, the major part of 
the Pamphlet being a kind of Red-lctter Kalendar 7x two Columes, with the 
Ropiſh Worthics ox oxe ſtde, and the Republican ones on the other 3; as Ra- 
viliac oz that hand and Oliver over againi} him ; and ſo Mariana exd Knox, 
Pius Quintus ed Buchanan, Guido Faux ard Hugh Petersze*c. I confeſs, 
had he deſign'd to publiſh the Villanies both of 4 Popiſh end a Republican Con- 
Spiracy, and after'a plain demonſtration of the Government s being really 
undermined by both thoſe threatning Enemies, had given his Country ſome 
light to ſteer in the golden Mediuw between both thoſe fatel Extreams ,' his 
Tntertion bad beer honeſt, and be had writ like a Patriot; But elas ! that's 
none of his Province; his Talent is otherwiſe employ'd : for the ſole drift of 
his Book, was not in the leaf to expoſe Popery any farther than to make the 
Fanatical and Jeſuitical Principles agree; for take his Opinion abſiraFed 
from that Deſigne, and his whole Book has noother aim but to make all our 
dangers of Popery and a Popiſh Succeſſour, and all the whole Plot againit the 


King, Religion, and Government, (to uſe his own Phraſe, p. 69. ) but a 
painted Lion upon a Wall ; and the Proſecutors of that Plot, and apo 


ſers of thoſe Daugers, a real Bed of Vipers. Tr fine, the main purpoſe he 
drives at,is to make an exa@ Parallel between this Age and that of 40 & 41, 
&c. And that he may ſo do, you wut allow him this great Fundamental, That 
all the Sticklers zgainit Popery and a Popiſh Sncceſſour, are Fanaticks 5 and 
that all Fanaticks hate bath the King and Kingly Government,end are tooth 

& nail down-right Republicans. Vpon this Baſts his whole Fabrick ſtands. 
But to redifie his Miſtake in this great point : Have not: four Parliaments 
ſucceſſevely been ſatisfied in the truth of a Popiſh Plot for the murder of the 
King, and ſubverſion of the Government,and jealous of the dangers of Pope- 
ry, like honeSt Patriots muſter'd all their ſirength to prevent it 2 If thePlot 
were onely a Bngbear, how comes it that the Wiſdom of the Nation in four 
Parliaments together, has not diſcover d the Cheat? or if they do know the 
Cheat and a# themſelves the Legerdemain, and ſo make the proſecution of 
' the Plat but a Presbyterian-Artiſice to inflame a Kingdom, in order to playing 
the game of 41 ore again, as his impiowus detraFions would inſinuate, I would 
ah him, firit, How comes it to:Paſs that all the Plot-Evidence haveall along 
ſo conſtantly adhered to their Atteſtations, and that too in ſo beggarly and 
ſtarving « Cauſe, after ſuch vait and tempting Proffers for retrating of their 
Evidence; and waſter Rewards, no doubt, they might have, npon the diſco- 
very of ſuch a Presbyterian Cheat, if it were one, not onely as a Ranſom jo 
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ſo many Great mens lives,but likewiſe from the greateit hands of the Nation 
that would deſire nothing more than ſuch a Diſcovery Secondly, I would 
41k bim how it came about that the firit of theſe four Parliaments grew ſo 
vehement againſt the Plot 2 they, T hope, he'll confeſs were a Proteſtant and 

a Church of England Parliament ; they were eleFed Members juſt after the 

King's Reſtoration, in all the height of the Extaſte of England, when Majeſty 

and Mynarchy were the Peoples Darlings even to Idolatry, at « time when the 
blorpours of the Civil Wars were freſh in their memories when the very thought 

of PFesbyterian or Independent Commonwealths, with Rumpers and Rumps, 

were 44 deteſtable as Hell ! That Parliament, I hope, thus choſen and thus 

qualified, hell allow had no Presbyterien Gall in their Veins, and no Canker 

of 41, being the very men that on the contrary made the Laws againit all 

Diſſenters, and in all their Ads throughout maintain d the Dignity and Glory 

of the preſent Church of England 3 and yet this Parliament, as little Preſ- 

byterian as it was, gave the firit ſlroke againit the Plot ; as Tremember, twas 

they that diſcovered thoſe ſwarms of Papiſts that had infeſted the King's 

Guards, and his Conrt it ſelf, and crept into almoit all Offices of Truit, and 

by whom planted, IT need not tell him : And as I remember, thoſe were the 

very men that created the Teſt, and made the Reception of the Proteſlent 

Sacrament, and the Renunciation of the Idolatries of Rome, an Introdu- 

Fiou to all Employments, on purpoſe to ſweep out thoſe Locuſts : Nay, thoſe. 

were the very men that removed onr Popiſh Heir preſumptive from his Ad- 

miralty, ad l/ other his Preferments; and no doubt had they continued 

ftil, wonld have very little varied from the true and hononrable Engliſh 
Genius of the 'aiF : So that without ſhamming this inveteracy onely upon 

D;/Jenters, there has been a Proteſtant People, a Proteſtant Houſe of Come - 

m01.s, and Proteſtant Lords, (Proteſtant Lord Biſhops onely excepted) that 

h we ſiruggled both againit Popery and a Popiſh Succeſſion. So that upon 

Mr. L'Eſtrange's Argument that the preſent Dangers of England /ie onely 

in a Republican Conſpiracy, and that the preſent ſtate of 80 and81, is but « 

kind of tranſmigration of the Spirit of 41 and 42, in order to the revival 

of the old Gameof 48; it is not onely the Diſſenters but the Proteſtants are 

in the Confederacy ; and ſo the whole Nation is in a Spirit of Rebellion, 

(the innocent Papiſts onely excepted: ) that is, There's a Plot lies at every 

door but the right. However, the Pamphleteers of this Age will not be ſo 
ſetisfied : for "tis the great Maxime they all lay down, Every man that is 
for excluding a Popiſh Succeſſour is a Fanatick, and every Fanatick ( as T 
told you) a Republican; But to convince 'em, if they are not incorrigible, 
that 'tis not onely a Fanatical Excluſion, What if IT pickt out even of the ve- 

ry proteſting Lords themſelves, ſeveral of them of famows and exemplary 
Loyalty, ſo far from the poſſibility either of Fanaticks or Republicans, that 
they have been Caviliers and Loyaliſts through all our late Troubles ; one or. 
two of them that have been Generals in the King s ſervice; athird,whoſe F a- 
ther loft his head for hizz ;, a fourth, that for aſſerting the King «s Right in 
the Field, had' no other Reprieve from a Gallows but his Majeſties Return ; 4 
fifth, that beſide the conſtant ſums ſent over to the King in his Exile, after a 
total ſequeſtration of his Eſtate, pawn'd even his lait Stake, his Plate, to 
ſerve him; with ſeveral other Sufferings that many others of em nnder- 
went : And yet the Scriblers of theſe times ſhall tell you there's never a Mo- 
bers ſor of them all that loves either the King or the Government, but is 4 
rank Fanatick ; for the very thought of an Excluſion turns ipſo momento 
Fanaticiſm. So that it will be worth a mans while to give the world the 
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true definition of a Fanatickh, and a ſull interpretation of the word. Foy= 
merly in old times, a Fanatich ſo called, ſignified an Enthuſiaſtich in Reli- 
gion, one that pretended to Inſpiration and new Light, or had « picque a- 
gainit a Liturgie or Surplice, or the like : But a Fanatich of 79 and 80, 
is quite another thing, and the word of a quite different ſignification ; for 
zzow, He that values the ſafety of himſelf and his Foſterity; he that thinks 
he has an Eſtate and Liberty worth preſerving, a Country worth ſaving; a 
Religion worth defending, and indeed a God worth ſerving, is a F A- 
NATICK. | | 

But 'nwill not be amiſs to inſtance the validity of ſome of thoſe Compari- 
ſons he makes between the preſent Jealouſtes and thoſe of the late times. My, 
LEſtrange, p. 2x. fays Earle betore the Commons, Nov. 5. 1644. Sax['s 
Sons are not ſpared, no nor may Agag or Bexhadad, though themſelves 
Kings : Zimri and Corbi, though Princes of the people, muſt be purſued 
into their Tents. This is the way to conſfecrate your ſelves to God. Up- 
on which he remarks, And whgt was the ground of all this Fierceneſs, bur 
a Popiſh King, though the glory of the Reformation, for want of a Popiſh 
Succeſſour ? h 

So that here lies the Analogie betwixt our Fears and theirs, Then the 
groundleſs Fierceneſs lay againt 4 pretended imaginary Popiſh King, though 
zn truth the Glory of the Reformation ; and now the ſierceneſs liet againit a 
real Popifh Subje@, that may be our King, the very Infamy of all Apoſtacy, 
when degenerated to ſuch principles, and yet born of ſuch a Father. And 
afterwards in the ſame page, he ſays, Mr. L'E. This 1s enough to convince 
the world that the very ſound of Popery will do rhe buſineſs as well with- 
out a ground as with it 3 and whoever goes to alarm the people upon this 
deſperate point, had need give good (ſecurity for his Allegiance. 

' And what's all this, but to tell ws, becauſe a Bugbear frighted ws once; 
therefore a real Fiend muSt not fright ws now? Sothat his whole Diſcourſe 
car be reduced to noother heads but theſe. 

Firſt. It makes the moit uncharitable inferences that 'tis poſſible for Maz 
lice or 1ll-nature to invent. Becauſe a Judas once kiſs d end betray'd, and 
2 Joab embraced and ſtab'd, therefore no man muſt ever kiſs or embrace 
without a treacherous and mirderows intention. The hatching of the old 
Republican Conſpiracy #nder the fictitious fears of approaching Popery, muſs 
now make the juſt fears of the true danger of Popery equally gailty of the 
ſame Treaſon and Combination. | | | 

Secondly, He cuts off the whole Right and Libirty of the Subje@ at one 
blow. Becauſe a knot of Achitophels ozce pretended Grievances where none 
was, to accompliſh their own wicked purpoſes 3 therefore no Subje@ ſhall or 
may petition or vote, though in a legal Parliamentary way, for the redreſs 
of the greatei# Grievance in Nature, and that in the plainefF and moi im- 
minent Exigence of a Nation; but muſt be forced ſulemtly to ſit down by bis 
hard Fate, and be debarred the priviledge of Laws, nay even of his very 
Prayers for his Deliverante. | 

Now 3s it not a little hard, that after the goodneſs of owr moſt graciow 
Soveraign that has made An AG of Oblivion, Ar. LEſtrange's Vengeence 
alone ſhould be implacable, and ſet the Childrens teeth an edge for the ſour 
Grapes their Grandfathers eat ſo long ago, by entailing a Carſe upon their 
Poſterity in ſecula ſeculorum * But how ridiculows and how falſe ſoever 
were the fears of Popery in the lait Age, how treacherous the Serpent = 
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Iurkt ander thoſe fair but falſe pretences,and how fatal ſoever the ſting 
| a attended 


The PREFACE 


attended it, yet our endeavours ſure may beboth legal and honest again#t the 
plain and viſible dangers of Popery under the threatning influence of a Popiſh 
Heir manifeſted ſuch a one, not onely by the long and indefatigable Ma- 
chinations of Hell iz his behalf, the mot horria Jeſuitiſh Confederacy a- 
gainit the life of a Proteſtant King, a Proteſtant Church and Government, 
animated and founded on their Aſſurance of eſtabliſhing their own inſernal 
Reign under tbe umbrage of his Scepter, a Scepter deſign d to be made ont of 
that conſecrated Ponyards hilt reſerved to cut a paſſage for him to a Throne 
through the heart of a Proteſtant Majeſty, a Scepter that both like Moſes and 
Aaron's Rod, at once ſhould bud and bloſſom for the Glory of Rome, but 
turn a devouring Saake for the Heretich Conſuſion and Deſiru@ion 5 ma» 
niſeſted ſuch a one, I ſay, not onely from all this apparent Teſtimony, but 
even by a yet ſtronger demonſtration, thoſe printed recorded Pacquets of 
Letters which gs littora ſcripta manet, flie in the face of all Diſpute, and 
ſtop thevery mouth of Flattery, Equivocation, and Artifice, by plainly ex- 
Poſing to all Eyes and all Underſtandings a private Intrigue and Correſpon- 
dence between the Heir of a Proteſtant Kingdom, and the Pope, the mot im- 
placable Enemy both of Proteſlant Kings and Kingdoms; a Correſpondence 
too. ſubtly diſguisd in MYSTERIES and CHARACTERS, that, uſual 
Hogus pacus- Lawgnage where the World has ſo often been the Cully, whilSt 
Treachery playd the Juggler : Sothat to match the preſent Genius of Eng- 
land with that of 41 and 42, as all the ſcribling canting Favourers of Po- 
pery would impudently ſham upon the world, is to make even North and 
South meet together,to unite the mot oppoſite ContradiFions in Nature, to 
make 4 Plot and no Plot, ſhadows and ſubſtances, truth and falſhood, dan- 
 gers and no dangers, Proteſtants and no Proteſtants, nay Patriots and Tray- 
tors the very ſame thing, the deſigne of that Age being to reduce ws to Sla- 
Very, and this to free ms from it. | 
_ But ſuppoſe ( as they ſay there were ſome turbulent malecontented $pi- 
rits in the Nation of Commonwealth principles, and that they herded a- 
mongit the honest and worthy Oppoſers of Popery, reſolving to play the Spi- 
der and extrad# poyſor from the ſame Flower from which the Bee ſucks Ho- 
Xey... Let us but conſider two things, and then we ſhall find how impoſſible 
tar for.thers to. attain their deſires, and perfe@# ſo extravagant a projeFion. 
Lt. The Grievance of the Nation is a Popiſh Succeſſonr 5 and that Grievance 
ence removed by a Bill of Excluſion, we countermine all the Arts and Sub- 
tilties of Rome, that have or can be form d again$t us, and raiſe an im- 
pregnable Bulwark againit all our Enemies on that ſide, and at the ſame 
time they will not onely ſupply the King with money, which is one of the 
_ fixongeit Nerves of power, but alſo it will undoubtedly reſtore him the intire 
Aﬀgſetions of all or awoi# of the Commonalty of England which have or can 
be alienated, or eſtranged by his unhappy and too vigorous defence of a Suc- 
cefſour ſo univerſally odious : ſo that theſe Republican Matchivilians joyre 
in the very projed that deſtroys them ; for by this means what the Monarch 
wins, the Republican loſes. 2. 'Tis an undeniable Truth, that the whole 
Pepulacy iis general abhor ſuch a thought, and the Miſeries of the late Ci- 
vil Wars are too lively in their memories, for then ever to be wrought up 
again into the ſame Frensy. | | 
+ "Thowgh the deluded Multitude were then put ont of love with Kings, they 
fornd too ſoon: by. woful Experience, that the Proteftorate was ten times 
worſe, and whatever prejudice they had conceived again the old unhappy 
King, yet the grievous. Oppreſſuons, Taxes, and ftanding Armies under Grom- 
ITY | wel, 
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wel, quickly open'd their Eyes, and tg their own ſad cot, aſſured them they 
had not mended but marred their condition by rebelling « 4nd that Oliver's 
policy in depoſing a King to eſtabliſh a ProteQor, was but an old Roman 
Juggle revived 5 when as Hiſtory tells #s, after the Romans had beer weary 
of Kings, 4s a power too Arbitrary ſor them, they were cunningly drawn in 
toa ſubjeFion to that of Imperator, which was tf times more Tyrannick 
of the two, and ſhelter'd the Cruelties of the worſt of Monſters, a Nero aud 
a Calignla : So that in our circumſtances, 'tis almost impoſſible that Engliſh 
men ſhould be twice gull d with the ſame Cheat, or their Swords be ever 
drawn in our old unnatural Broyls; but if ever that day ſhall come that they 
are drawn again, it muSt be onely then when a Popiſh Succeſſour's poſſeſſing 
the Throne ſhall repreſent tot by more ferrible Scene of Miſery than aCi- 


vil War can bring : ſo that if gaer thejjate infigmed into that deſperation, 
it muSt be when they ſhall runs headlorg into a leſs Chatybis to avoid a grea- 
ter Scylla. But whether one be greater or leſs than t other, or they but think 
it ſo, yet this is mait certain, Popery and Rebellian 'are both thoſe dangerous 
Gulphs that will either of them ſwallow up the peace of England. And 4s 
tis unanſwerably true, thatithe-glory of Qad, the defence of our Lives gud 
Liberties, and tbe ſupport. of our. prefent Monarchy of Eogland, are ozely 
zo be upbeld by 4 Proteſtant Tttereit, and that IntereiF is never to be effe- 
Fually ſecured bit by 6\Poppſh Excluſion 3, $o that Excluſion likewiſe; at the 
Same tipee puts an exd. to all our dangers on the other fide vix. fo all thoughts 
or poſſibility of a Rebellion. Y. 4 Es PÞ 7 

' But to give a truer |arcqunt of the preſent State of England than Mr. 
L'Eſtrange has done ir affinity to 41, T will confeſs this preſent Age has 
derived one thing from 41 and. 4,2, and'that is a Carle theyleft behy Yee, 
the Curſe of the Shepherds Bgy in the Fables: qur crying qut ſo oftew. for, 
lz, Help, Maſter, help, the Wolf's in the Shepfold, whes he was nat there, 
has made us diibelieved at [aid now he-is there; and liks him too, be left 
wol# belpleſe when we moit wart it, —- 
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HE Author of The Charafler of 4 Popiſh 
- © Succefſour was ſo far from priding him- 
ſe]fupon that Piece, that his greateſt Ambi- 
tion in writing it, was the ſerving his Couns. - 
try; and he's very well pleaſed to ſee ſo ma- - 
ny Sons fince ſprung from that Root. But 
ONE at Eno Ioo gina he is bound 
to'make for the:unexpected Favours it has 
received, that the Authorſhip of a Book that 
has no other Merit than the Truths it relates 
ſhould be ſo eſteemed, that coming Father=- 
leſs into the World, it has fince had the ho- 
 nour of ſo many kinde Friends, that like 
the Rival Cities of old for the Birth of Homer, 


bave given it their Adoption. 
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=P H E firſt Allegation Mr. L'Efiravge makes againſt the Cha- 
PLY Pe racterizer's Reaſoniogs is, That his Maſter-piece is a Para- 
T57; dox, by the ſuppoſal of a moſt excellent perſon, and yet 
S making himthe greater Devil for his Vertues; and fo he 
BD ſums up the Characterizer's opinion in ſhort thus : | 
= - Ch. His Fortitude (lays he) wakes him the more daring in 
| the Cauſe of Rome 3' his Juſtice makes it a point of Conſcience to deliver 
ws up tothe Pope; bis Temperance in the government of his Paſſions, makes 
him more cloſe and ſleady; and his Prudence crowns the work by the aſ- 
ſfiftance it gives him in the management of his Policies and Condi; and 
ſo he goes on. What boots it in a Popiſh Heir to fay, he's the trueſt 
Friend, the greateſt of Hero's, the beſt of Maſters, the juſteſt Judge, and 
the honeſteſt of Men ? All meer treacherous Quick-ſands for a People to 
repoſe the leaſt glimps of Safety in, or build the leaſt Hopes upon. | 
Thus muchthe Chara&ter. To which he anſwers, | 
This is fairly puſb'd, I muit conſeſs; but tis _ a C aft of his Rhetorick : 
for every body knows that all Chriſtian Princes thus qualified, and under 
Articles of Treaty aud Agreement, keep tonch even with Infidels, nay, and 
Infidels with Chriſtians. | | : 
| This is all he has in his whole Pamphlet in anſwer to this part of the 
CharaQer : for he thinks he has made the Charaderizer's whote Argu- 
ment fo plain a contradiQioa in its felf, that he needs no other Brand than 
his owqa words, to ſtigmatize him ; and the very repetition of a Suppo- 
ſition ſo monſtrous, is its own confutation. * | 
But this on our Anſwerers part is not ſo fairly puſh'd : for thus far here's 
neither Rhetorick nor Reaſon, For what Relation can Chriſtian Princes 
keeping touch with Iafidels, and Infidels with Chriſtians, upon Articles 
of Treaty and Agreement, have to a Popiſb Succeſſour's Tyranny and 
Injuſtice over his owa Subjets? Does it follow , Becauſe the French 
King: upon Articles of Treaty and Agreement, has kept touch with the 
Swede, though the moſt inveterate Enemy of the Popiſh Religion perhaps 
of any Proteſtant Prince in Chriſtexdow, and conſequently'the molt oppo- 


fite to his own perſwaſjon, .that therefore he has not overlcap'd all w_ 
ht: | __— ae 


$5 
due and lawful bounds of the French Government, and tyrannically en- 
{Javed his People ; nay, contrary to the ſolemn Covenant at Narts 1n be- 
half of the Hxgonots, moſt inhumanely perſecuted the poor Proteſtants ? 
What if a Chriſtian Prince keeps his Articles with Turks or Infidels, nay 
Villains and Robbers, the Pyrates of Argiers or Sally Nay, what if Q. 
Mary her ſelf had done as much, muſt it therefore follow that ſhe would 
not break her Vows and Proteſtations with the Norfolk and Snffo/4-tmha- 
bitants, and burn the very men that mounted her into her Throne, when 
animated by the Withcrafts of Rowe £ But that the Fidelity betwixt 
Prince and Prince may more plainly appear tohold no proportion or at- 
fiaity with that betwixt Prince and People 3. or foreign Articles either for 
the enlargement of ſecurity of Empire, the promotian of Trade, or any 
other State-intercſt, with a Church-governmeat of Chucch-perſecution at 


home, we (hall givethisuadeniable Reaſon. |. \ 
- A King for breach of Faith with his People, eſteems himſelf onely ac- 
countable to God 5 but for breach of Faith with Foreign Princes, either 
Chriſtian or Infidels, he is accountable to Man, and may draw down a juſt 
War upon his head for ſuch a Violation; nay, perhaps wholly diſpoileſs 
himſelf .of the hopes of Foreign Afiiſtance for the future 1a his greateſt 
dangers and exigences, occaſion'd by the ſtain ſuch Infidelity may lay up- 
on him, when his more venial breach of Vows at home, ſhall be n$ blot 
in His Scutcheon. And whereas here he's onely anſwerable to God, what 
if his Prieſts, as in Queen Mzry's Caſe, impoſe ſo far upon his blinded 
Zeal till they make him believe that the performance of Proteſtations in 
caſes derogatory to the glory of Heaven, and againſt the propagation of 
Ghriſtianity,ſhall be more anſwerable to God than the breaking-of them 2 - 
But Mr. L'Eftrange reſolves to play the State-Sophiſter, and gives us 
this tryal of his ſtrength in his very firſt page, to let us know how great a 
Caſuiſt and how potent an Antagoniſt we muſt expect tofind him. 
But here the other Anſwerer is a little. more prolix upon this ſubject,and 
tells the CharaQerizer, That in: a Roman Catholick he makes Virtues them- 


ſelves turn Vices, and equals if not ontgoes Tranſubſtantiation it ſelf. 


And to juſtifie the four Cardinal Virtues from the CharaQerizer's making 
them an [nſtrument of our Deſtruion, he aſſhignes 'em a quite contrary 
operation in a Popiſh Succeſſour than that inthe CharaGer, viz. 

If he has Fortitude, which is a Vertue equally diſtant from Temerity and 
Raſhneſs, as from Fear and Cowardize, it will with-hold him from attem- 


pting things impoſſible; as ſetting up Arbitrary Power, or introducing Po» 


perg. If he be a man of Juſtice, that ſbould give ws the greater aſſurance 
that his Courage ſhall be no otherwiſe exerciſed than for our Safety and Ho- 
nour, to whom all. his endeauonrs by all the Laws both Humane and Divine 
are due, and to which he ſhall þe by Oath obliged. Burt here by the way; 
T could have wiſh'd our Author had left out the word [Divine ; ) for 
thoſe hearty endeavours the Divine Laws of a Popiſh Succeſſour will in- 
ſtruQ him to exerciſe for the Safety and Honour of a Heretick Nation and 
Heretick Religion, we are better inform'd of. But to proceed, If he's « 
Maſter of Temperance, what is that but a Bridle upon all his Exceſſes, a 


perpetual Boſom- Monitor that will with-hold his Arm and allay his Heat, 


and curb all the motions of Cruelty and Revenge ® And laſtly, if he has 
Prudence, that will teach hime not to exaſperate a People of fo fliff a Neck, 


por loſe the hearts of his Subje@s for their difference of opinion, and there- 


by peradventure endanger the loſs of his Crown, &c. 
| ; | Now 
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Now this Author I confeſs has puſh'd a little fairer than t'other ; for he 
has given us an Argument that looks like Sence, though it be none: for 
what's all this to the condutt of an inflexible Papiſt > The CharaQerizer 
rclls us, that ina Bigotted Prince, his Morals ſhall be Slaves to his Zeal ; 
and accordingly inſtances how far they ſhall be inſtrumental to the Prote- 
ftant ſubverfion and deſtrution : But here the Anſwerer artfully leaves 
out the main point, and tells us what a zweer moral man would do, in caſe 
of fucceeding to the Crown of England. He mounts the poor Poſtilion 
into the Saddle, and tells us how his meer Morality would drive ; but 
takes no notice of that Lordly Charioteer, Religion, that holds the Reins 
above him, whoſe nod he obeys, and at whoſe abſolute command he turns 
either to the right or the left. So that as this Anſwerer has ſtated the 
caſe, I am thus far of his mind, That had we an Heir apparent of no more 
Religion than a Jx/a7 or a Nero, and yet at the ſame time were compleat- 
ly Maſter of the moral Virtues, poſſibly he might ſteer as he propoſes : 
but let him recolle& himſelf, and put Popery and Morals together, and 
cherþkhe'l] frad his miſtake. For my part, I am aſham'd that any men that 
pretend to write Sence, ſhould endeavour to perſwade us that a Popiſh 
Bigot, and a man of courage and wiſdom in a Succefſour, ſhould not go 
farther towards the eftabliſhing of Popery, than a Coward and a Fool ; 
ſo that ' not onely his Morals, but every other natural Gift or Perfection, 
ſhall be particularly affiftane to the Ruine both of Proteſtznt Religion and 
Liberty. But becauſe Example is more powerful than Precept, Ill give 
you a taſte ofthe Popiſh Morals in a vety remarkable Story. 

Soon after the ſelling of Dz»kzrk, from which time the poor Proteſtants 
in Fraxce date the Zr of their Calamities, it being about that time that 
the French King began to diſturb their Peace, infringe their Liberties, and 
demoliſh their Churches, contrary to all the ſacred Bonds of the folemn 
Engagement at Nazts; the diſtreſs'd Hygonots groaning beneath a greater 
load of Mifery thar any of the reſt of the French Snubjedas, their fellow- 
flaves, under the perſecution of his new Aſtaroth Arbitrary power,thought 
fit privately to.implore the interceffion of a powerful Neighbour, a Pro- 
reſtant Monarch, to mediate in their behalf in mitigation of the French 
King's unchriſtian-like ſeverity ; and accordingly choſe a very honeſt and 
wiſe man, by name Rohyux, an Inhabitant of Nz/7e tn Larguedock, for this 
ſecret Embaſſie, as being a perſon formerly very fortunate in England be- 
fore on the like occafion, having obtain'd a Iacky Favour from Cromwel 
tn reconciliation of a difference betwixt the French Proteſtants and Car- 
dinal Mazarine. This Robux thus commiſſton'd, the approach to Majeſty 
betng difficult, to make his Acceſs more eaſe, 'applies himſelf firft to a 
viſibly Proteſtant Heir apparent, hoping to ſtrengthen the power of his 
own Supplications by the introduQion and countenance of ſo great and 
fo princely an Advocate. This Royal Heir or Maſquerader, or by what 
other Fitle diſpuis'd or diſtinguiſh'd, with a ſeeming-cordial Friendſhi 
embraces the poor Hugonots Canfe, and day after day receives his Addreſs 
with many folemn but airy promiſes of ſpeedy Affiftance 5 but m the 
mean time, diſguſted and gall'd to the Soul at ſo audacious and impiaus a 
Petition as the Proteſtant preſervation, aud abhorring ſo deteſtable an 
Employment, nay, the very name of the Hereticks Defender, inſtead of 


Mr 


his promis'd Aid, he on the contrary moſt — hid the Platform of 


a Revengeas exquifite as fo heinous a Petition 'd. Immediately he 


goes to the French Embaſſadour, and tells him how one of Wy 
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Subjects had very arrogintly and ſcandalouſly calumniated his great Ma- 
ſter with obprobrious names of Tyranny, Oppreſſion, and breach of Faith; 
tato which very Language he himſelf before had exaſperated him,on pur- 
poſeto make his Ruine ſecure, which the bare accuſation of a Suit in be- 
balf of his Religion, would not alone have effeted. The Embaſladour, 
as bound in duty, for the vindication of his King's Honour, deſires a far- 
ther teſtimony of the Offence and Offender : Which the Royal Informer 
eficQually gives bim, by appointing another Conference with Rohux 5 
where privately he plants this Kingly Repreſentative as an Honourable 
: Eveſdropper, to over-hear a Repetition of the whole Diſcourſe, and con- 
firm his Belief from his own Ears. | 

Now ſome people would ſtart an Objeion, and ſay, That this humble 
Office and low-ſpirited Snare againſt the life of a poor wretch,, might de- 
rogate from the Glory of two ſuch Illuſtrious Perſonages 3 the one for the 
greatneſs of his Employment, and the other the greatneſs of his Birth, 
But to remove their miſtake, I aſſure 'em there is not that Decd fo abjeq, 
when aCted for the Cauſe of Roxve, that cannot be transform'd into Prince- 
ly and Heroick,by the ſtupendious power of that infallible Church, where 
even Daggers and Ponyards admit of Conſecration. 

But to return tooor Hiſtory. This Conference contrived and managed 
as heart could wiſh, the Embaſſadour poſts over this Robxx Treachery to 
France, whilſt he, poor unſuſpecting Innocence, continues his dayly Pray- 
ers to his Great Advocate. But finding ia time ſo many delatory De- 
murs, he luckily at laſt diſcovers he is betray d: Upon which, dreading 
the Vengeance of the French King, not daring to retura to France, he 
ſteals away into Switzerland fr his protection ; but the Freach King be- 
ing advertiſed of his Motions, gets him trepan'd by an Ambſuſcade in the 
night, and being by ſurprize forced out from thence into France, he is bro- 
ken upon the Wheel. | LO 

Now whoſo blind as cannot but plainly ſee that each particular Cardi- 
nal Virtue in this Uluſtrious Heroe, were molt (ignally exerciſed in this 
Triumphant Encounter Firſt, here was Courage even to admiration 
he play'd the Romiſh Champion young, and early fluſh'd himſelf in He- 
retick Bloud, whilſt like a ſecond Alcides, who ſtrangled Snakes even 1a his 
Cradle, he moſt vidoriouſly tore up that Heart by the roots whoſe Tongue 
dur(t but hiſs againſt the Papal Dignity, as the firſt bold Prologue of his 
more undaunted Atchievements, and more dazling Glories yet to come. 

Then here was Jxſtice to the height z an impudent French Villain as he 
was, to croſs the Seas on fo infamous a Commiſſion as the Rebuilding of 
the H»gonot-Temples, thoſe Altars of Bee/, which the God-like hand of 
France had fo juſtly laid in Ruine ? an Impiety ſo hainous as forfeited 
both Life and Sou], and deſerved the ſevereſt Rods and Axes of Juſtice : 
He deſerv'd 'em, and he had em. 

Then here was Temperance even to aſtoniſhment ; here was no Jaun- 
chiog into Paſſion, no Thunder in his Tongue, nor Bafiliſks in his Eyes, 
at the ſurprize of ſo execrable a Petition as the imploring his Iaterceflion 
for the loath'd Hereticks Deliverance : Alas, no, his Temperance, like a 
Boſom-Monſter ( as our Author has it ) bridled all thoſe Exceſles, and 
treated this notorious Suppliant with thoſe. hearty profeſſions of kindneſs, 
and promis'd ſervices, till he betray'd his bones to the Whee), with a Con- 
du& and Aſpet ſo moderate and ſo ſerene, as the old Romans lead their 
Victims with Flowers and Garlands to their Execution. 
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Then here was Pradence beyond example ; fiſt, ia inflaming the-poor 
French-man into declamations and detr2Qions againſt the Majeſty of 
France, thereby to manage his Tragedy more artfully, by making him re- 
ceive the Blow from the hands of tne Temporal not Eccleſiaſtical Juſtice, 
as dying more for a Traytor than a Heretick : for though,'tis true,the laſt 
was Crime ſufficient, yet leſt the i!l-judging world might miſtake, and 
not think ſo, he was wiſely nooſed into one Crime, to. pull down the 
Vengeance due to the other. But whats the greateit. Prudence of all 
yet, this politick Heroe all this while was a viſible Member of the Prote- 
ſtant Church, knelt at our Altars, joyn'd in our Prayers, and ſhared in our 
Sacrament and Communion. 

But one thing | had almolt forgotten; the unknown Anſwerer, to pre- 
pare us for the more firm ſecurity that a Popith Succeſſour's Cardinal Vir- 
tues ſhall keep that Honourable and-indeed Innocent Path that he has 
traced out for him, he makes a very long Harangue in praiſe of his adored 
Mecengs. Firſt, for his Courage, That his Royal Bloud ( as often as his 
King or Countries Honour or Safety called upon him ) was ever as dange- 
rouſly aud as freely expoſed, as that which fills the veins of the wilest Ple- 
beian, &c, And why not ? fince it is no ſuch wondrous Novelty for e- 
ven crown'd heads themſelves perſonally to fight their own Battels: * I 
cannot think it any great condeſcention in a Prince (at that time not al- 
together ſo viſible an Heir apparent) to accept of the Admiralty of an 
Engliſh Navy 3 an Employment, where the Glory of it does more than 
reward the Hazard. So that as I take it, his own Honour as well as his 
Countries,.call'd upon him. | | | | 

Afﬀeer this, he paſſes to another branch of Princely Endowments, viz. 
That his Friendſhips have ever been as firmly maintain'd, as they were ju- 
dicionſly chofen : That his Mouth and his Heart have always been ſo true 
to one another, that his Word has been as inviolate as the Oaths of others : 
And this noble Conſtancy has not been the effet ſo much of his Honour as 
his Conſcience, 8c, Without all doubt; Yet I have heard a very odde 
Story of one Mr. Colezzar that tipt over the pearch about a year or.two 
ago. I fancy I could draw a Picture with this Label in, his mouth, .There 
 #s no Faith in Man, fo like him, you'd ſcarce know one from t'other : 
Nay, poor Jack Catch ſhall cry out ſhame of all ſuch uſage. There was 
not that pooreſt Rogue of all the Plot- Martyrs, that had not two or three 
Guinneys at leaſt at his ſepvice, to bribe him to uſe a gentle hand with them 
and hang 'em out of pain, before he made minced Meat of them. But 
Coleman was ſo trepand into Plato's Court, came ſo unprepared for the 
Elyſtan-(hades, that he that had been Maſter of the Purſes both of: the 
Freach and Engliſh Monſieurs too, when he came to croſs the Stygiar 
Lake, had not fo much as one poor Obelus to pay his Ferriman's Fare. 
Durum et poit omnia perdere naulunm. And methinks this was a little 
unkindly done; yet upon ſecond thoughts, poſſibly it might be contrived 
for his good. Fleſh and Bloud is frail, aad who knows but he might have 
had humane thoughts about him, and ſo have fallen from the holy Cauſe; 
which careful Mother Church, for the ſalvation of his Soul), in her pious 
and Chriſtian, wiſdom, thought fit to prevent, by making a Saint of him 
without his knowledge: And alas, he was ſhrewdly hurt, was he not ? 
to be tript up into Heaven, aad cheated into Immortality. 0 "Þ|__ 

But here 1 canaot omit one remarkable Obſervation of Mr. L Eſftrange s, 
pg. 38. ſpeaking of this Princes former ſervices to his Country ; where 
he ſays,  O- | Mr. LE, 
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Mr. L'E. 7 find ſome people of opinion, that this King in Reverſton, is of 
the ſame Perſwaſion at this elay, that he was when he acquired all thoje 


Glories. 

No Pies be ſuch a ſort_of people, and ſo ſtrong a Faith in the 
world, I would willingly be inſtrufted what They, or Mr. L'Eſtrarge for 
them, mean by Perſwaſior., If the Popilh perſwaſton, then they juſtifie 
the ſevereſt Reflections in the whole Character, and Jay that unprincely 
and unchriſtian Diſguiſe at his door of kneeling at our Altars, and partict- 
pating of our Sacraments with all the meaneſt and baſeſt Hypocrifie ima- 
ginable ; little leſs than dipping in the Diſh, and drinking of the Cup, and 
kiſſing where he betray'd. Burt if they mean the Proteſtant perſwaſion, 
of which Communion he then viſibly was, and they w1ll be but ſo kind as 
to prove him a Proteſtant (till, I aſſure them the Author ſhall bura his 
Character, and make a publick Recantation for his Miſtake 3 but at the 
ſame time they muſt give him leave to write another tentimes bitterer than 
the firſt: For he that can ſuppoſe a Prince really and truly a Proteſtant, 
that ſhall for ſo many years together withdraw from his own Communion, 
and that too not onely ſo manifeſtly againſt his Intereſt, but againſt the 
very DiQtates of his Conſcience, the Duty of his Religion, and the Glory 
of his God; thereby to exaſperate and embroil a whole Nation in Di- 
ſtra&ions, to inflame and widen all our Diviſions, and in ſhort, to pat 
out both his own Eyes to put out one of his Brothers ; and all this for 
juſt nothing, except a meer Humour, a letchery of doing Miſchief for no 
other end or purpoſe but meer Miſchiefs ſake, is a charaQer of that unpa- 
rallel'd Ingratitude, and indeed all that's i] together, that I hope Earth 
nere bore, nor Hell ere puniſht : for I ſhould be ſorry to thiak it poflible 
there could be ſuch a Creature in nature; neither am I a little ſorry to 
think there is a people in the world that can fancy there is ſuch a one. I 
confeſs, the withdrawing from our Communion upon the change of Opi- 
nions, may admit of ſome Apology 3 and our ill circumſtances under that 
Change, are not altogether ſo wonderful. 

Now after this. Anſwerer has ſum'd up all his matchleſs Virtues, he tells 
you in ſhert, How improbable a thing it would be, how contradiGory to 
Reaſon and common Sence, that the difference of a mans opinion about 
ſome few diſputable matters of Faith, and not very material Ceremonies 
of Divine Worſhip, ſhould on a ſudden efface all thoſe good CharaGers of 

lagnanimity and Juſtice, Generoſity and Goodxeſs, not ſlightly traced, 
but deeply engraved in his Breast. 

Here the Reader may obſerve what a good Proteſtant the Author is, 
and how prettily he ſtates the little diſparity betwixt the Proteſtant and 
Popiſh Faith, differing onely in ſome few diſputable matters of Faith, 
and not very material Ceremonies of Divine Worſhip. As for exam- 
ple: The Deifying of Wafers, the Idolizing of Images, the Invocation 
of Saints, and making the Milk of a Mary almoſt of as great vertue as the 
Blond of a Jeſws; with twenty other Trifles and inconſiderable Cere- 
monies. For my part, I would not be he that at Cadice or Salamanca 

ſhould make no more difference betwixt the Divine Worſhip of Holy 
Church and that of Heretick Dogs, for fear the Lords of the Inquiſition 
ſhould make ſome material Ceremony with me , and treat me with a 
Cauldron of ſcalding Oyl for my Entertainment, But perhaps our An- 
ſwerer durſt fay twice as much; if he were there; for no doubt bur they 
know him fo well, that they'd pardon his Railery, and take it for but a 


copy 


x1 
copy of his Countenance. But whatever our Author's Religion is, his 


Memory 1s none of the belt; for within three leaves after this, he quite 
forgets himſelf, and unluckily compares the dittereace between the two 


Religions 7z hec Yerba. : 

This Idolatrows Superſtition bas been ſo long worn off the minds of the 
People, and the Reformation ſo deeply and ſo ſtrongly rooted in the Reigns 
of four moit religious and prudent Princes 5 the Church of England ſo 
firmly eftabliſht, and that as much by the purity of its Dodrine, the decency 
of its Diſcipline, and the innocency of its Principles, as by the Authority 
of the Publick and the Laws of the Land. The Romiſh Church ſo deteſted 
both for the dangerous Innovations of its Dodrine, and the Idolatry of 
zts Ceremonies 5 and ſo odiows in the eyes of the People for its pernicious 
Principles expreſs'd in the villanows pradices of its Profeſſors in Maſſa- 
cres and Plots, &Cc. 

But our Anſwerers Ingenuity can anſwer all this, and tell you, What 
though their Ceremonies are ſo idolatrous, their Innovations fo dange- 
rous, their Priaciples ſo peraicious, their Plots. ſo odious, their Maſſacres 
fo barbarous, and their Profeſlors fo villanous ? yet a Popiſh Heir preſum- 
ptive profeſfling the ſame Superſtition, ſhall be a Lamb, a Dove, a Saint 
among(t us upon occaſion, and that too for his Reaſons above-ſaid : For 
as he told you before, he is a perſon of Royal Bloud, loves his Friend, is 
a man of Courage, and a Prince, and has been an Admiral. A thunder- 
ing Demonſtration of a peaceable Popiſh Innocence ! Three more ſuch 
unconfutable Arguments are eriough to convert the Turk, and bring in 
the Jews. | 

But now from theſe infallible Morals in our Heir preſumptive, the 
great Bulwark againſt all our Fears, this unknown Author concludes 
both our Proteſtant Religion and Laws ſecure under him ; that the pre- 
ſent Conſtitation of Goverament, and the preſent Church of England, 
muſt and ſhall, in ſpite of Fate, continue unſhaken. If the Popiſh Prieſts 
are ſuch Incendiaries (lays he) and our moit potent Enemies, have we 
not Laws againit them? and then why are we in ſuch fear * What is 
left to any Monarch that ſucceeds, but to execute the Laws he finds derived 
down to him to maintain and preſerve together with his Crown and Dig- 


nity £ And though the Characterizer ſeems to be in ſo much dread of. 


thoſe ſwarms of Roman Emiſſaries that will infelt us under the conni- 
vance and indulgence of a Popilh Succeflour, he tells you he' is quite 
- miſtaken 5 The Reign of a Popiſh King will be ſo far from advantageous, 
that it will be rather deſtructive to all thoſe Feſuitical Inſflirumentsz and 
that it ſhall be ſo, tis. in the power of every Subjeſt in the three Kingdoms 
to be @ deſender of the Proteſtant Religion, if it want it ; there being no 
Information, no Convidion of Recuſants , no Adminiſtration of Teſts or 
Oaths, that ſhall be wanting, and no diligence that ſhall be ſpared, backt 
by the Laws of the Land, which then more'than ever will be wakened againit 
them,. which can't be diſpenc'd withal, but muit be effeFual to the utter ru- 
ine of the whole Party. Miracles and Prodiges! And that there ſhall be 
nothing wanting on the Kings part to do all this, this- worthy Author 1s 
pleaſed to be his Guarrantee, afluring us in his Name, that he will take 
. care to let thei Laws have their due: courſe; And whatever hbjs private 
Opinion may be, 'iwhatever tenderneſs he may bear to the perſons be ſhall 
preniſh; yet be ſhall remember his Obligation to the publick, ſo far as to 

give 'em up to the hands of | Juſtice with the ſame conſtancy of mind, _ 
| | the 
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the ſame applauſes of preſent and commendation of all ſucceeding Ages, 
that the immortal Brutus delivered up his darling Sons to the Rods and 
\ Axes of the LiFours, &Cc. | 

[, here's a ſtupendious CharaCter of a Popiſh Succeſlour indeed ! What 
To Peans might England ling, if Rome's long hope, their Churches Cham- 
pion and Reltorer, their hopeful Hercales, would build his Colammes and 
write his N:/ plas ultra here! But alas, weare deceived, his Labours are 
to come 3 theres a peſtilent contagious Northern Herefie to be rooted 
out ; that many- headed Beaſt of Errors and Schiſms, that like Cerber#s and 
Hydra, are to be ſubdued, whilſt in the defence of Religion and the 
Cauſe of God, he's to play a ſecond Atlas, and even the weight of Hea- 
ven is to lie on his ſhoulders. But our Oratorical Scribler has promis'd 
Wonders ina Popiſh Succeſſours Name, and elegantly pickt out a moſt 
excellent Bratzs for his Compariſon. I remember there was another Ro- 
man of that Name, though not of that Nature, whoſe Story is equally as 
famous and as pertinent to the matter in hand. A Brut#s the Head and 
Leader of a Conſpiracy againſt the life of the great Ceſar; a Brutas that 
joynd his heart and hand with the Murderers, and blended his Dagger 
in the Aſſaſſination amongſt the thirty mortal wounds that ſtab'd the Ma- 
jeſty of the World ; a Brat#s to whom the dying Monarch with an Aſto- 
niſkment more ſurprizing than the death he received, in his laſt gaſp could 
ſay, Etitu Brute? Is my Son, my Friend, my Darling, my Delight, the 
man I have raisd, loved, honour'd, cheriſht aad defended, 1s Brutus. a 
.Traytor ? ; | 

But to bring our Author to his right wits again, and to ſhew him how 
unlikely 'tis that the Engliſh Rods or Axes ſhall ever hart a Son of Rome 
under a Romiſh Succeſſour. If the Popiſh or Jeſuitiſh party have found 
ſuch Mercy under the Reigns of Proteſtant Kings, but ſhall now on the 
contrary ſtand the inevitable ſhock of Statutes, Jayls, and Gibbets, under 
a Popiſh King, the Jeſuits have plotted fairly. 1f the Pope and his Con- 
clave have no deeper politicks than this comes to, the very Geeſe that 
kept thir Capitol before them, had more Brainsthan they. If this were the 
effe& of their hopeful Royal Heirs Converſion, Heaven help 'em, for Hell 
has forſaken 'em. | 

No, Mr. Littleplot, once in thy life thou art miſtaken; and to con- 
vince thee that' the Proteſtant Laws will not, nay ſhall not be {o hard- 
hearted under his Reign, nor his St. Oxzers Friends treated ſo courſly as 
thou imagineſt, they have had a little taſte of their kinder Entertainment 
before- hand. For Example : Were there a Country where Commiſſions 
of Peace, day after day, and time out of mind, have been taken away for 
daring but to lift a hand againſt a Son of Kozee 3 nay, at the ſame time 
when all other Recuſants have been proſecuted, and that with encourage- 
ment and reward; and all by a Royal Heir's protettion and intereſt. 
Would not any Reader reply, Will he that has been their Guardian- Angel 
whilſt but their fellow- Subjeq, ſuffer a hair of their heads to periſh when 
he's their King ? 1 

But yet our new Sir Poſitive will defend our Proteſtant Laws even 1n 
deſpight of Fate, and tell you, That Jaſtice ſhall guide her hand ſo im- 
partially, and poiſe her ſcales ſo evenly, as ſhall be to the admiration of 
preſent and ſucceeding Ages. Now I fancy I have heard a Tryal, where 
a Criminal of Quality convicted of no leſs a Crime than the fubornation 
and ſtifling of Evidence, and in no leſs a Caſe than where. the life - the 
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King, and the ſubverſion both of Religion and Government were con- 
cern'd, has beea mulkt in the inconliderable ſum of a hundred pound, 
payable perhaps at Jatter Lamzmas 3 a meer trifle, and ſcarce more than a 
Peter-peny for an Abfolution: Whilſt ia the other extream there has been 
a poor Fellow condema'd tothe Pillory, Imprifonmeat, and five hundred 
pound fine, ten times more than he was worth in the world, for publiſh- 
19g a ſcandalous reflecting line in a Famphlet ; much leſs offenfive in 
my ſimple opinion , than a Dagger to kill Kings and ſubvert States. 
And pray, where will our Prote{tant L2ws be ? and what even Ballan- 
ces is Jultice like to have under the full-grown Scepter of a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſlour, if his influeace is ſo potent in his Minority 2 No, a Rhadamenth 
for an Aſires mult be the beſt of our expectations at that black day. A- 


las, the See of AKome is like the 01d Lake of Sodom, the lighteſt Feather 


that offends it, ſinks in it 3 but to its carling Catholick Champions, tis 
a Lake of liquid Gold, where, incircled round in Wealth, Glory, and 
Preferments, the heavieſt maſſteſt bars of Iron, Swords, Daggers, Po- 
niards, float on the glittering ſurface of Honour, and ſwim ſecurely. Nay, 
I would aſk any reaſonable man, That if the Jeſuits helliſh Machination 
agaia(t the Kings life had taken effe&, whether 'tis likely that they feared 
ſmarting for't either in this world or the next, as dreading a Vengeance 
temporal-or eternal > No doubt but they had fairer hopes than ſo ; for 
had their execrable Blow ſucceeded, the blood of Majeſty might in all 
probability have fonnd the ſame 1nquiſition as the firing of Lo»dox : Or 
if at worſt the world would not have been ſo ſatisfied, were not the Fa- 
natick ſhoulders broad enough to bear both the guilt and the puniſh- 
ment 2 Alas, 'twas but at worſt reviving an old experienced ſhift , a 
known pie Frews for a Recovery. Has not the Gunpowder-Treaſon 
( poor innocent Papiſts ! ) been a thouſand times aftirm'd a Plot of Ce- 
cils © Has not our late deligne againſt both King, Religion, and Govern- 
ment, 1n contradiction of the unanimous Voice of the whole Nation 1n 
Parliament, been confidently retorted upon the Preſbyterians z and that 
too withour the leaſt proof or ſhadow for't2? And then how eafily might 
the Papal policy have made a Popiſh Murder a Fanatick Stab ? and ſo by 
the borrow'd face of Innocence, have moſt triumphantly play'd the fecond 
part of Amboy, and have ſheath'd the falſe Sword in the falſe Murderers 
heart, whilſt the true Dagger had been conſecrated, and the real Traytor 
canoniz'd. Thus wiſely did the prudent Nero lay his burning of Rowe 
at the poor innocent Chriſtians doors, and then with all the moſt exqui- 
fire ſtudied Cruelties, made the Chriſtian bones rue for what the Infidels 
hand had perpetrated. | 

But to return to our Author, I will refer him to ſome modern Re- 
cords, more applicable to our purpoſe than the Hiſtory of his immortal 
Brutys. Have we not lately perus'd whole ſcrowls of Letters from our 
Saint Secretary Colemwen to French Gonfeſſours, Freach Miniſters, and 
all tor French Intereſt 5 and as many-Rome-wards bound to Jeſuits, Car- 
dinals, and Pope himſelf, fraught with golden Mountains, and promis'd 
Miracles to be acted by the Royal ---- for Rome's Glory, Catholick Cauſe, 
and Mother Church : And will any perſon of common ſenſe believe that 
our truſty and well-beloved Secretary promis'd more in the name of Af. 
-than 47. would perform. And were all thoſe ſums of money to be re- 
tura'd from Fraxce to England to be;laid out onely in Roſaries, Beades, 
and Crucifixes. : Believe:it who can ;for for my part I am an Iafidel. Alas 
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no, our hopeful Engliſh Son of Ars, that modern Achi/es, without 
whoſe Arm our Proteſtant Troy conld never fall, was no doubt to have 
been brought over to Roxre's Holy War, as once the old Achilles to the 
Grecian. The ſubtle France, like the cunning ' Ulyſſes, plays not the 
Pedler with ſuch ſmall Wares,luch effeminate Toys and Trifles ; but wite- 
ly hides a ſparkling Sword amongſt thoſe guilded Bawbles, a Sword, a 
Tempration fit for a valiant Maſquerader 3 an Inſtrument worthy Rozze's 
Hero, 

Beſides, have we no Records but Coleman's? Have we not had whole 
Pacquets from Al. Al. Al. to that Prieſt, this Jeſuit, and totter Car- 
dinal ; but more eſpecially with Commendations to his Holineſs, his A. 
dored Holineſs ; and all wiſely and artificially coucht in CHARACTERS £2 
And can any man, with half the brains of a Woodcock, believe that they 
were all but ſo many How do ye's; or ſome idle Compliment onely to 
beg a Chip of the Croſs, or a Rag of the Virgins Petticoat ? 

If the deſignes of Al. were honourable, why an Intrigue betwixt the 
Heir of a Proteſtant Kingdom, and the profeſt and greateſt Enemy of our 
Religion and Liberties? Or if that Commerce between 'em could by a- 
ny extorted ſuppoſition, or upon any pretence whatever, be imagined to 
be innocent, why was the whole Correſpondence diſguiſed in RIDDLES 
and in CHARACTERS 2 Why in ſuch myſtick Cloathing, thoſe fraudulent 
Miflives of Hell, and the uſual notorious Maſks of Villanies, Treaſons, and 
Coanſpiracies. 

Now from this Teſtimony, I would aſk if it be reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that the Proteſtant Religion and Liberty, and the Laws of that wilde 
Boar Harry the Eighth, and his Daughter Beſ7 that She-devil, will be 
defended by a Popiſh Succeſſour, when in defending of them he muſt 
rob both the Church and God himſelf of their Right ; and as much as in 
him lies, ſtrike his Dagger into the ſacred Gates of Rozze, and dart a Ja- 
velin af the very heart of Chriſts own Vicar, and Gods undeniable Repre- 
ſentative; and at the ſame minute be obliged to dayly Outrages, nay 
Butcheries too upon the very perſons of Gods Ele@, the Pillars of Reli- 
gion, and the very Succeſſours of the Apoſtles themſelves? A pretty 

ind of Law, that ſhall oblige him to commit at once both Marder and 
Sacriledge 5 and all this, forſooth, in defence of a Religion, as they'l 
ſwear for't, ſprung from Harry the Eighth's Codpiece, maintain'd and 
preacht onely by a pack of Reprobate Raſcals, a Baſtard-ſort of Prieſts 
ordain'd by the by at the Nagſhead- Tavera.----I, but there lies his Ho- 
nour and Coronation-Oath in the way to a Crown, that ſhall oblige 
him to do all this. And fo if there lay a knot of Thieves in a mans way 
home, that ſhould compel him to engage and promiſe 'em to meet 'em ſuch 
a day with a good Horſe under him,and a good pair of Piſtols before him, 
to take the Rode with them, and rob and murder 1n their company. A 
pretty piece of Honour that, and a ſtrange point of Conſcience, that ſhall 
tye him to keep his word with them | 

Let us but rightly conſider; is it to be conceived that the Pope with 
_ all his wiſdomand politicks, will ever be guilty of ſo much II|- huſbandry 
as to make no better Emprovement of ſuch a pretty ſpot of Ground as 
England, when he has once retrieved it again into his own Huckſters 
hands, a Popiſh Succeſſours poſſefiion, as to let it lie waſte ſtill, becauſe 
it has lain ſo for ſo many Ages laſt paſt, with ſcarce any thing more upon 
it than a parcel of rank Weeds and Thiſtles that have beea running up 
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to Seed for above a hundred years together ? Perſwade him to it, if yoti 
can. oe 
I will onely refer my Reader, for his diverſion, but to one ſhort paſſage 
10 the above-named printed Pacquets of Letters, where his tranſported ' 
Holineſs, at the receipt of a comfortable line or two from a very good 
Hand, and as 'tis to be imagined, a true and truſty Friend, is ſaid to have 
Wept for Joy:> Now I would ſeriouſly aſk my Reader, if he. believes 
thoſe precious Tears, that ſanified Brine, that, like Aaroz's Ointment, 
trickled down the Beard of the Reverend Sire, dropt at the hearing of no 
better News, and at the proſpe& of no fairer hopes than this. My life for 
yours, there was no ſuch meaning init. No; for once Ill give you a bet- 
'ter KET for thoſe CHAKACTERS - Our Proteſtant Sun, 'twas hoped, was 
near ſetting when that Dew fell. - 

From'this we come to the power of a Coronation-Oath with a Popiſh 
Succefſour ; and there our Anſwerers are extraordinary vehement againſt 
the Character for averring, That if the Popiſh Religion will abſolve Sub- 
jeas from their Allegiance to an Heretical King, why may it not releaſe a 
King from his Faith to an Heretical excommunicated People. Upon 
which, Mr. L Eſtrange remarks, | 

Mr. L'E. Take it for granted, there's no truſting to the Oath of a Roman 
Catholick Prince, and ye cut the very Ligaments of Society and Commerce. 
There's an end of all Treaties and Alliances, amicable and mutual Offices 
betwixt Chriſtian Princes and States. Nay, in one word, ere@ but this 
Maxime, you turn Europe into a Shambles, and put Chriſtendom without 
any more adointo a ſtate of War, &c. Though by the way, all this makes 
nothing to his purpoſe : for Treaties, Alliances, and Commerce betwixt 
Chriſtian Princes and States, have no Aﬀinity with a Princes keeping 
Faith with his People upon the account of Religion 3 as had been proved 


before. 
But from this he goes on, and ſays, | 

Mr. L'E. I an not ignorant yet,either of the Dodrine,vr of the praGice of 
ſeveral profligate wretches of the Roman Communion, in this impiows par- 
ticular : But they are ſuch then that are wholly loft in Brutality and Blind- 
neſs ; and I neither do nor can believe all Papiſts to be equally ſuſteptible 
of that unchriſtian Impreſſion. It is 4 Poſition that may be made uſe of 
at 2 dead lift to ſerve a political turn : And the Trick will not paſs nei- 
ther, but upon ſome enthuſtaſtick, ſick- headed Zealot, that takes all his 
Dreams for Viſions, and the vapours of his Diſtewpers for Revelations. 
Now in my apprehenſion, never did any man fo forget himfelf as Mr. 
L'Eftrange has done here : He believes here, that that unchriſtian Itnpref- 
fion, as the Allowance of Perjury, is onely the Tenet of ſorhe profligate 
wretches wholly loſt in Brutality and Blindneſs. But at the latter end of 
his Book, pag. 83. he down-right contradids that belief, and ſays, 

Mr. L'E. Pope Pius Quintus 4bſolved the Subjefs of Bnucen Elizabeth 
from all their Oaths of Allegiance to her for ever. So that now belike it 
was not onely the Maxime of the above-faid profligate wretches, but e- 
ven of the Great Succeſfour of Peter, and the Voice of [afallibility it ſelf3 
and that too not the produd& of Blindneſs and Brutality upon Dreams 
and Vapours , but the deliberate A& and Decree of the Imperial See 
of Rome. TN 

I could make ſeveral other inſtances in this kind, as the Popes abſolving + 


R the Subje&s from their Allegiance to K. Johr,, &c. but 'tis the common 
Theme *t* 
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Theme of all Pens, and ſo much the known pradice and principle of 
their Popes through all Ages, that I ſhall not think 1t worth my while. 
Beſides, Mr. L'Eftrange forgets himlelt a little further in this point, and 
ſays in the ſame 83 page, That the Romiſh Jeſuit holds that Dominion is 
founded in Grace, and upon that principle depoſes Proteſtant Princes, &c. 
Then adds, That the Pope may deprive a King of his Royal Dignity for 
Hereſte, Schiſm, Sc. ( as inthe Biſhop of Lincola's Popiſh Principles.p.20.) 
and after Excommunication, ſays Mariana, in caſe of obſtizacy, the People 
may take away his life. | | 

Afﬀeer theſe Affirmations of Mr. L'Eſtrange, if theſe are the principles of 
the Pope and Jeſuit, I hope we may ately conclude, That they that fer 
ſuch little value on the ſacred Dignity and Perſons of Kings themſelves, 
when once attainted with Herefe, that not onely their Crowns are for- 
feited, but their very Lives lie expoſed to the fury and hand of every vile 
Plebejan, ſhould 1n all reaſon ſet leſs on the Rights, Priviledges, and 
Lives of Subje&s under the ſame Attainder : for no doubt, if Herefie can 
make a forfeiture in the firſt, the Devil's 1n't 1f it does not in the laſt. 
So that by his leave, where's all the Oaths, Honour, and all the Mighty 
and Illuſtrious Attributes he gives our Popiſh Succeſlour in vindica- 
tion of the Proteſtant Peace and ſecurity under him, whilſt theſe are 
the principles not onely of the Jeſuits that ſeduced him, bat of the very 
Head of his Church, that Lord God the Pope 2 But according to his 
firſt belief, if this were really the opinion of ſome Doors, but not all, 
he would do well to prove that Father Patrick , that curſt Incendiary of 
all our Diſtractions, was not one of thoſe Affirmative DoCtors, and Berr- 
ningfield his ſucceſſour another of them. No doubt the ſubtle Rozze in 
converting our Heir preſumptive, did not bound its ambition in the gai- 
ning one ſingle Soul, but the recovery of a Kingdom was their defigne. 
In his converſion they had brought their long Hopes to a perfection, they 
had found that ſecond Moſes, who under the God-like influence of Rome, 
like a Cloud by day, and a Pillar of fire by night, ſhould guide and lead 
'm through all oppoſition and all dangers to their beloved Canaay, a Land 
that flows with Mz/k and Honey, Rome's old Treaſure-houſe, that dear 
Putews Inexhauſias, England. j | 

And is it to be imagined, if Fides 20# ei} tenenda cum Hereticis were 
ever in requeſt, it ſhould be wanting now, on ſo glorious an occaſion 5 
or ſo inconfiderable a Trifle as a Coronation- Oath ſhould blaſt fo forward 
and fo ſacred a Deligne. And if, as he confeſſes, that Tenet is onely 
made uſe of to ſerve a political turn, I would gladly be inform'd what 
greater or more political turn it could ſerve, than for the Gonverſion of 
Exzgland, that great Work which the unknown Anſwerer tells us, Has, like 
China, beer a hundred years aripening. | 

But here our Anſwerers continue, and aſſure us we need have no fear 
of any ſuch prejudice in that caſe from our Popiſh Heir, conſidering, as 
Mr. L'Eſtrange \1ys, | 
| Mr. LE. If he conld ſo ſcandalonſly play the Hypocrite as to change his 
ſhape at that rate as the Charader ſays, and aF any part for his advantage, 
which Rome or Rome's Intereit ſhall impoſe upon hin, what ſhowld have 
hinder d him from continuing a Proteſtant to the Eye of the World,though a 
Papiit in his heart 2 ſince that was the onely means to have gain'd bim his 
poirt. And as the other Anſwerer enlarges upon it, IF out of the con- 
Science of an Oath, and the Obligation he believd was in it, he has already 
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parted with the places of the greateit Honour. and Profit in the King- 
dom, is it likely hell ever have « leſs veneration for that mo$F religi- 
049 one he muit take at his Coronation? Or 3 it likely if he had made 
0 ſcruple of au Oath, he would have reſuſed it at atime when he might 
have removed all ſuſpicions and Jealeuſies of his Religion by it, and 
thereby have facilitated his way to a Throne 2 bh 

Now LI wonder to what Readers theſe Authors write, that at this 
time of day they would make us believe that his ſqueamiſhneſs againſt 
the Teſt and! the Oath of Supremacy, made our conſciencious Heir 
quit his honourable Employments! As we better remember , 'twas 
not fo much the Tet, as the Teſt-makers, that diſguſted him, his nd- 
tural antipathy to Parliaments, . his continual little thoughts of that 
Great Council, ( and leſs of them he will have, if ever he comes to 
the Crown ) with his diſdain that ſuch inſolent Earth and Aſhes ſhould 
dare to give Laws to his Divinity. So that in ſhort, his Pride, not 
Conſcience, got the Aſceadant 3 and whatever advantages he might 
have gain'd by keeping his Employments and ſwallowing the Oaths, 


yet ſuch is his perverſe and [tubborn Haughrineſs, that he would rather 


cry, Sink Intereit, periſh Succeſſion, and even Popedoi it ſelf, rather 
than iruckle to what T ſcorn. | | | 

But Mr. L'Eſtrazge, methinks, of all men ſhould be fartheſt from 
ſuppoſing it a difficulty in a Papiſt to take an Oath he never intends to 
perform, when in the 4th page of his Book he grants the'very Prote- 
ſtants themſelves, nay the Church of Exgland Proteſtants, upon occa- 
ſion, may do the like: Where he ſays, | 

Mr. L'E. In the caſe of a Popiſh King, who is either kept out or dri- 
ven out from the Exerciſe of his Right by the tumnltuary Licenſe of the 
Rabble, an Oath of Abjuration in caſe of any fair opportunity for him to 
aſſert his Claim with bis Sword in his hand, will be ſo far from enga- 
ging any man againit him, that yielded contrary to his Conſcience to 
ſwallow it for the ſaving of his Stake, that hewill ſind no firmer Friends 
to his Canſe or IntereSt, than thoſe men that are ſtimulated both by Ho= 
nour and Revenge to the execution of their Duties. _ 
Now by thoſe firm Engliſh Friends that may take this Abjuration- 
Oath agaiaſt their Conſciences, he cannot mean the Fanaticks ; for 
they 'tis ſuppoſed are the Drivers ont, that impoſe this Oath. Beſides; 
; Mr. L'Eſtrange is fo far from believing that Party capable of coming 
under the denomination of a Popiſh Succeſſour's Friends, that on the 
contrary it has been the drift of almoſt all his Pamphlets to prove them 
his onely implacable Eaemies. Neither can thoſe firm Frieads here 
mentioned, be underſtood the Popiſh Party; for upon the ſuppoſition 
of this tamultuary drividg out of the Popiſh Heir from his Right, tis 


likewiſe to be concluded that Party will moſt of them ſhare in his Fate3 . 


that there will be very few of them left to be put to that Oath of Ab- 
juration: or if there were, and they would take ſuch an Oath, it would 
be ſo far from doing their buſineſs; that lying under ſuch a brarid of 
Infidelity already (as they do) all the Oath they conld ever take would 
fever be believed: fo that the ſaving of their Stake that way would 
be impoſſible. So that 'tis plain ( as I ſaid before ) by thoſe Abjurin 

Oath-ſwallowing Friends, he can meanno other but the Church of Fog- 
land Proteſtants. | 
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And yet methinks after Mr. L'Eftrange has ſo long and (ſo vigorouſly 
play'd the Church of Erglend's Champion, ſo ſtrenuouſly maintain'd 
the integrity and purity of that Belief and Communion, with the un- 
daunted courage of its Profeſſours, continually copying and patter- 
niog their Perfeftions from a no-leſs ſacred Original than the Fortitude, 
Patience, and Perſeverance of the Primitive Chriſtians 3 it is a little 
odd, as I may ſay, from a Proteſtant Defender, and indeed unlike him- 
{z1f, after all this, to lay ſo wretched, ſo deſpicable, and fo cowardly a 
Condeſcention at their doors ; as the Abjuration of Gods Anointed 
and their native Soveraign to ſave a Stake, a Cow, a Farm, or a Cot- 
tage. Aye, but that Abjuration is but a Copy of their Countenance, 
he tells you. Fie, Mr. L'Eſtrarge, this is worle and worſe! What, the 
Members of the Church of Ergland's Communion fo. notorioutly 
break a Goſpel-precept, as to come to a So help me God, with a Lye 
in their mouths, and a Reſerve in their Hearts, to play the Hypocrite, 
and that too even with Oaths ; and ſo do ſo impious an Ill that Good 
may come of it! Are theſe the true paſlive obedient Sons of the 
Church, thoſe unſhakea Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, the Martyrs that 
will be upon occaſion under a Romiſh Tyrant? But cry you mercy : 
Now I think on't better, I find Mr. L'Eſtrange is onely making room 
for more Maſqueraders 3 as he made the Fanaticks Papilts in Maſque- 
rade, ſo he intends to make the Proteſtants Abjurers in Maſquerade, 
\ But toreturn to our Coronation-Oath : If the Members (as he ſays) 
of a Religion that profeſles agaialt breach of Oaths, ſhall yet ſwallow 
one againſt Conſcience for the ſaving a Stake, and that ſo inconſide- 
Table a Stake as the poſleſſion of a Subject ; I ſuppoſe he will allow 
that a Member of a Religion that abſolves Oaths, will not ſtand out 
at the ſwallowing one for the ſecuring ſo great a Stake as that of three 
Kingdoms. So that without any other Evidence than his own, where's 
the obligation of an Oath, or indeed the leaſt ſhadow of a Truſt to be 
repoſed 1n a Popiſh Succeſlour ? | 
But however, Mr. L'Eſtrange goes farther, and gives us an Example 
of the Innocence and Indulgence of a Popiſh King, in favour of Pro- 
teſtants, page 49. He acknowledges indeed, That 2ueen Mary did per- 
ſecnte the Chriſtians : And before, page 26. he yields with the Cha- 
rater, That ſhe brake her promiſe with the Norfolk and Suffolk Inha- 
bitants, and with a mean ingratitude to the generous Loyalty of that 
people, perſecuted and burnt thoſe very men that gave her the firi# liſt 
to theCrown. But though, as he grants, all this is true, yet he ſays, 
All Princes are not alike: Queen Mary perſecuted the Proteſtants 
'Heary the fourth of France did not ſo : And it is as good an Inference 
from the inſtance of Henry the fourth, that a Popiſh Heir will not be a 
Perſecutor, as from that of Pucen Mary that he will, But where the 
Popes Authority intervenes, both King and People are bound to obey, And 
yet we ſee, for all the power of the Pope and the Covenant of Holy League 
to boot , the people of France, though Roman Catholicks, would not 
ſubmit to the diſpoſſeſſing of a Proteſtant Succeſſour z, neither did that 
generows Prince upon the reconciling of himſelf afterwards to the Church 
of Rome, exerciſe any one ad of Tyranny over his Proteſtant Subje&s : 
which is enough upon this point. | 
Enough indeed, unleſs there were more Truth or more Reaſon in't : 
For 


[15] 

For to paſs by the Clemency and Moderation, he deſignes to prove from 
the Example of this Popiſh King, here's one of the moſt notorious 
falſhoods averr'd that ever look d Light ith' face. The Roman Catho- 
lick people of France were (o far from admitting this Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſfour to the Throne, that 'ris recorded, they ſhut their very Gates a- 

inſt him; and fo little acknowledged him their King, that the Pope 
and the States of France were for ſetting up no leſs than three Compe- 


fitions offer'd him,that the onely cauſe of his changiog bis Religio nwas, 
thar nothing leſs than his Reconciliation to the Romiſh Faith, could gain 
him his Birthright and his Crown. And all this is fo plainly and 6 
amply teſtified from the French Hiſtory, that never was any Aſſertiow 
more falſe than this of Mr. £'Eftrange. And then his Inference of a 
Popilh Succeſſours Lenity to the Proteſtants, from the inſtance of this 
Popith King, is the weakeſt and ſhalloweſt that ever atiy man of ſence 
could have thought on : For this King was at beſt but one of 'Mr. 
L'Eſtrange's Abjarers in Maſquerade 3 for 'tis moſt apparent that the 
ſaving of his Stake, his Crown, not the dinr of their Arguments or Per- 
ſwafion, the ſtrength of the Romiſh power, not that of their Religion, 
made him a Convert, And if this King of all mankind had proved a 
Proteſtant perſecutor, he had been a Monſter indeed, and worſe than 
2 Nero; for he muſt have acted quite contrary to the Diftates of his 
Soul and Conſcience. 

Now more and above all this, the Reader 1s here to'take notice, that 
out of all the Chronicles of all Ages, and of all the PopiſtKiags in Ex- 
rope, this is the onely Popiſh Prince he has found out for an Example of 
Good-nature, and a true and Favourer of the Proteſtants," Now I'pro- 
feſs, might I adviſe him, if either the Popiſh Records afforded no other 
inſtance in this kind, or his Reading could-not-finde it ont, he ſhould 
een throw up the Cudgels and anſwer no more Characters, but believe 


a Popiſh Succeſſor's Cauſe either 1m poſlible to be defended, or himſelf 


uncapable of doiag it. 
But this breaking of Oaths ſtill ſticks in his Gizard, and he cannot 


forbear another fling at it.- 

* Mr.L'E. Taking his poſition for granted that aPopiſh Prince is bound by 
his Religion,to a contrary to his Oaths and Promiſes, Honour and Juſtice, 
the DiGates of Nature, the Laws of Nations, and the Bonds of humane 
Society; contrary to all this (T ſay) and to bis Intere3F #60, be muſt be 
anman'd as well gs unchriſtian d; an Excommunicate to hnmane Nature, 
and excluded from all the Beneſits and Officer of Mankind. ' It muſt be « 
ſtrange digeſtion ſure, that can put over all other Impictier, and turn the 
violation of all that is ſacred in Nature into a meritorious Virtue. ' © 

Never did Mr. L'Eſtrage in all his Fardlesof writing ſum up ſo man 
Truths as in theſe few lines : For indeed (as he ſays) a Prince that's 
ovilty of all this, muſt be both unman'd, unchriſtian'd, and an Excom- 

municate to humane Nature,@-c.if the Goſpel and Chriſtianity be truth z 
for the Dodrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles will pronoutice him ſuch a 
one, But all this while the Reader is to obſerve, that this great Truth 
is urged by Mr. L*Eftrange in favour of his great Mecenas, deſigning it 
not ſo much to ſet this Brand upon a Popiſh Succeſſour's perfidy in ſuch 
a caſe, as to let us underſtand*'tis a pi&ure of a Popiſh Succeſſour ſo 


ſtrangely deform'd, and fo extravagantly monſtrous, that 'tis not to be 
_ matcht 


N! 


titors againſt him : nay, there were ſuch infolent indignities and oppo-—— 2 


7 


/ 


[ 16 ] | 
matcht or copy'd in Fleſh and Bloud, and indeed has no being in Na- 
ture, But not tolet him carry it off ſo,what does he think of Szgiſazond 
King of Swedex, crown'd in the year 1580. who in the very exat P - 
rallel to our preſeat ſtate of E-gland, being privately bred by his Mother 
a Roman Catholick, unknown to his Father, and afterwaras being ele- 
Qed King of Poland, openly profelt the Romilh Religion 3 but upon 
bis Fathers death, return'd to his Hereditary Swediſh Kingdom : where 
with mach difficulty he was received; but under all the ſolemn condi- 
tions and engagements that could poſſibly be made between Prince and 
Subject,of his maintaining and upholding their Lutheran Religion. But 
on the contrary, no ſooner were the Reins in his hand, but with all the 
fierceſt Career of Infidelity, as if Hell drove him, he preſently eres Po- 
piſh Churches, places Popiſh Governours in all his Forts and Caſtles, 
encourages and countenances no other Pexſwaſion, but ſtriving by all 
Arts imaginary to bring in the Romiſh Religion. Upon this notorious 
Perjury his Subjects gave him the Reward which Mr. L'Eſtrarge has ele- 
gantly allow'd fuch Perjury deſerv'd; they excluded him from all the 
Offices and Benefits of mankind : for accuſing him of breach of Faith 
and miſchievous practices againſt the Governmeat, they depoſed him, 
And this was done by Lutheran Proteftants, neither Preſbyterian nor 
Independent Fanaticks; yet with offer of crowning - his Infant-ſon 
Vdiſlaws, provided they might have the breeding of him 1n their own 
Belief z which he refuſing after ſeven years Treaties and other Endea- 
vours for accommodation, all in vain, in the year 1607. they crown'd 
his Uncle Charles the third Son of, his Grandfather Guſtiavas Errichſor. 

Now how many Bejeſuited, Fanatjcal, Rebelliow,Covenanting, Tray- 
terows, Holy-leaguing, Diſſenting Pſudoproteſtants, would Mr. L Eſtrange 
have call'd theſe Lutherans, were his Pen retaind againſt them ? and 
what Volumes would he publiſh in vinadication of Jare Divizo and un- 
alterable Succeſſion, ec. with all the Curſes of Bell, Book,and Candle, 
againſt them, as he has done againſt the Popiſh CharaGer, for making 
ſo {light of that indiſpenſable Duty,Paſſrve Obedience ; though as ill luck 
would have it, certainly the buſie Spirit of Mr. L'Eſtrange was not then 
inthe world : for there are no ſuch vilruent Records againſt them either 
in any of the Hiſtorians of that Age,or indeed ever fince. Now one Re- 
mark [ would make upon this S7giſmond , to continue the parallel to 
our Caſe : He was a Priace 1n his nature as Heroick as we have or can 
have a Popiſh Heir, worthy of all thoſe praiſes that either of theſe two 
Anſwerers have given the laſt ; and in ſhort, to uſe one of their own 
words, A Prince for every thing elſe, bating his Perſwaſion, brave to ad= 
zziration «: Which one thing muſt more particularly witneſs for hyn, his 
being elefed King of Poland, a Nation which we all know make their 
choice for a King out of the gallant, famous, and illuſtrious Worthies 
of all the Princes and Nobility through the whole Chriſtian world. And 
yet we ſee neither Magnanimity, Jaſtice,all the Cardinal Vertues that a- 
dorn'd him, norall the promiſing Perfetions and Accompliſhments of 
Nature, ſtreagthen'd with all the Bonds of Proteſtations, Oaths, or Sa- 
craments, could hold the head-ſtrong Violence of his Religion. | 
 Buttoreturn to Mr. L'Eſiraxge, in anſwer to the CharaGter's proving 
how improbable, nay impoſlible 'tis to ſuppoſe we may have a Roman 
Catholick King, That ſball diſcountenance Popery, cheriſh Proteſtantiſm, 
and effetually deter all thoſe that ſhall endeavour to undermine or ſup- 
plant it, he ſays. | Mr. L'E. 


} 
CO] b: 

As tothe Influexte 3 which 4 Poþiſh Sucttfſor may hats upon Feeleftaſtick 
Matters ( As 11 the Charattecr), There needs no more to be [aid in't then this ; 
that the King has been Gratouſly pleeſed, to offer the paſſ.nz of any Bill for 
ſecuring the Proteſtant Keligion, without Barring or diverting the <weeefon, 


And 'uch expeatents have been al,o framed to that effet, as hwve been byyreat 


Auth.rity judged competent for the obviating of that difficulty; 

The firlt part of this Aſſeriion, all the World knyws to be truth; but 
if ſuch Competent Expedients have been framed either the f7amers ut them 
have been the Unrkindeſt Men 1h Chriſtendom,or the three luit Parlizthents 
the Yzluckzeſt: The brit,in cither never producing or publifhicg thoſe ex- 
pedients for the Nations lerviee, tn this time of exigznce, or the laſt in 
never having the good fortune to meet with thein ; for if the Parlia- 
ment at Oxford were not damnably miſtaken,or very lewdly forgetful, 
they have declared ( Nemine Contraatcente) that neither they, nor their 
Predeceiſors have ever heard or (een one {yllable of iuch aFrame of Expeai- 


ents offered them, lo that with Mr, Leſtranges Pardon, his above na- 


med Great Authorrty has been greatly unkind in this Matter, or el(e their 
expedients were like one ot x Virtuoſoe's Engines never deſign dfer uſe. 
Put he goes on. As to the reſt [will nit deny, but that it is a hard thins for 
a Prince to teize and perſecute a People of his own Religicn, purely Eo nomine 
for their being ſo, And it « very probable 200, that he will ctonnive at Men 
of that per ſwaſicn in many caſes, where the Law diretts a Paniſhment, And 


what is there more in this, than what has been done already more or leſs from 


the Date of the Statutes themſelves to this very Day: And what # done. by the 
Government it ſelf towards the Nonconformilſts ar this 1n/tant || where i the 
great Crime now, ( upon this Admittance) in nvt puniſhing the Papilts, ſo long 
4 the Proneſtants are not perſecated, 7 OCR TEL. 

Here the Reader by the by may take notice, that theſe two Anſve- 
rers did not Confer . Notes, for one ſays 2 Popzſb Succeſſor will be a ſecond 
part of the /mmurtal Brutus, and the other that he will be a quite Con- 


# 


trary manner of Man, | | 0 

But here I wou!d beg Mr, Leftrange to explain himſelf: if hemeans by 
a Popiſh Succellors conniving at Men, of his own ſe to be no-larger 
an extent of Royal favor, than what that party have received in thetwo 
laſt Kings Reigos , the priviledge F mpovs of ro more than a Queens or 
an Embalſadors private Chapple,. for. the vifible worſhip of the whole 
party throughout all Exg/end, then he. contradits theconfeſfions of all 
the late Popiſb Martyrs, for amongſt all, their Plot filence, rhey npant- 
moul}y confeſs they had a fair liſt for a Toleratien, And in caſe of fuch a 
Toleration in the next Kings Reign,. under a Popsſh Succefior ; wha'rs that 
leſs than Sigiſmwnds erecting of Popiſh Churches,and with them no doubt 


placing Popyh Governors 1n all Forts and. Caſtles, Popyſh Miniſters inall _ 


offices of truſt, with Popiſb Generals,and Popiſh Admirals upon occaſion, 
encouraging and countenancing no other perſwaſion, and ſtriving by: all 
Ads imaginary of ſetting up the Romiſb Religion, ant allshis dayly wolht 
forwards tarther and farther, higher and higher by Degrees. - Alas the 
Charaer never deſign'd to ſham ſuch a ridiculous impoſſible ſy ppoſuion 
on the world,that the Perſecuting fury of a Popiſh Kihg hall falt down 
upon us like Fire fromHeaven all of a fuddain,and no leſs; miraculouſly,or 
that Popery or- Arbitrary Power, ſhould, grow up like :Jox4x Goad;in'a 
Night? Alas, Smith fieldStakes, LY Towers, and-{rgquifition. Houſes 
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are the work of time ; and therefore where as yet, open Hoſtility cannot 
march, nor greater Conflagrations be attempted, they muſt have redreis 
to leſs Games in the mean while, the ule of ſmaller Fire-Brands, and Foxes * 
Tailes to tye em to, | | 

In the next page he continues very ſmart upon the Character, 
. part of which to be better underſtood, I muſt be forced to repeat. 

Char, . Speaking of a Popith ſucceſſor, executing the Laws. 

A very pretty. chimera ? which i as much 4 to make this Popiſh King the 
greateſt Barbarian of the Creation, a Barbarian, that ſhall cheriſh and main+ 
tain the Difſenters from Truth, and puniſh and c:ndemn the pillars of Chri- 
ftranity and pr oſelytes of Heaven: which « no other than to ſpeak him the 
Baſeſt of men, and little leſs then a Monſter. Beſides at the ſame time that we 
ſ#ppose that King that dares not uphold nor encourage his own Religion,we ren- 
aer hin the moſt deplorable of Cowards,a Coward ſo abjeft,thit he dares not be 
4 charpion even for his God, And how conſiſtent this is with the Glory of a 
Crown'd Head, and what hope England has of ſuch a Succeſſor, 1 leave all 
men of ſenſe to Fudge, | ; 
Mr. Leftrange. Behold here's the upſbot of his high flown paragraph , 

[ 4 Popiſh Prince that puts the Laws in execution for the puniſhing of Papiſts 
and for the countenancing and proteiting of Proteſtants, is little leſs then the 
baſeſt of monſters.) How comes it then that the Crown of France has not trea- 
ted the Proteſtants there, us this Pitnr-drawer pronounces, that a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſor would treat his ſubjetts here ? The Proteſtants have now and. then been 
ſeverely handlea,1 know, in France, 4s the Papiſts upon ſome junffures have 
been in England : axd now of late mwors then uſuall. All which hath been 
anfluenced as well by reaſons of ſtate, as by impulſe of Religion, But ſhall we 
pronounce the moſt Chriſtian King the greater monſter for his better uſage of 
4 BC. $ 

Now I dare defie the world to find me out that author , that ever 
wrackt his Brains to labour out ſuch »ormoes as this, a diſcourſe foe in- 
tirely wal 4 Propos, and altogether foe little to his purpoſe z; what 
can he intend, or what werltin argue-from this? is there any reſem- 
blance between the State of England and France ;; 1s the Freneh King, 
( as the character ſays ) bound ts condemn the pillars of chriſtianity and pro- 
ſelyres of Feavent? or has he any Laws to put in execution againſt the Papiſts? 
doe his'Laws uphold no other Religion but the Proteſtant, and in de- 
fence of that, declare Popery Treaſon, and oblige him to hang every Po- 
piſh Prieſt in his Kingdom. Is there therefore the leaſt compulſion up- 
on him to render him that Barbarian or Coward mentioned 1n the Cha- 
rater. Nay on the quite contrary is: not -Popery there the Eſtabliſht 
Lord of the ſoyl,and the Proteftant Religion only aninmate by toleration, 
. Is there any more Hwugonet Churches to that Great City Pars, then one 

ſtrapling one, like our Pancras, for all the Proteſtants in that Po- 
pulous Town. '* LEES 

And now what if Mr.Ueſtrange would bring no leſs then 20.precedents 
of good natured French ge have not moleſted the Hugonets un- 
der them. Has not their own Religion the aſcendant of. the Nation, does 
it not flouriſh and triumph in Pomp, State and Glory, whilſt the poor 
Hugonot perfwaſion only humbly truckles beneath it, and what then, if 
their Royal mercy does not perſecute the Proceſtants,is there any thing in 
thar mercy ſo monſtrous or ſo unnatural, or is their any Laws,R&trici: 
&77 * ons 
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ons or Clogs upon the French King that can givefuch a (hock to the ſoul 

.of a Papiſt as the Proteſtant Laws of England. | 
I confels Mr. LZeſtrange in oneclauſe before was much in the-Right, 

where he affirm'd the continuing « Proteſtant to theEye of the world had beers 


4 meaus of gaining the point;and tis no lels a truth,that ſhowing the Cards 


before the | wa » has often endanger'd the Game. And indeed I 
0 


have heard ſome {marc fort of People a little Satyrical upon this SubjeR. 
I remember a paſſage ofthis kind I read to'ther day, being an invetive as 
ainſt Machiavel for an unlucky Miſcarriage in one of his great Deligns, 
which tranſlited into our owz Enzliſh runs thus. | 
Oh ! thar our ſhallow thoughtleſs Xachiavel ſhould have lo much zeal, 
and ſo little Brains to manage it. Such a. Bz2or, ſuch Principles, ſuch Re- 
ſolution,ſuch 1nfatnuation:lmpenetrable to all fooliſheffeminate thonghts of 
humanity z a temper as rough, and as brutal as a ſecond Ajax, Untaint- 
ed with remorſe or pitty, that hates all thoughts of gratitude, friendſhip 
and fidelity, as much as Rove loves greatneſs, as deaf to a Kings intereſt 


and a Kingdoms Groans,as Reyes own with could form him. T hat exael- 


. leat matchle(s engine fgſhpur work, had not this only wretched ill con- 

dud blaſted all, and'cra@'t the whole foundation. Had he but play'd 
the ſly and wiſe17yſſes till under his diſguiſe he had ſtoln their fatal Palla- 
dium, and lett their ruind Tropmovart guardianleſs and defenſelets, our 
Glory had been compleat. | 

How might our great, our adorable Machine have ſucceeded,had not 
this unlucky 24rr-a/ ruind it? How might the reaking Gore of Butcher'd 
Infidels have fatten'd the Land, and with the Steam perfumed the Skies, 
and ſmelt {weer in the Noſtrils of the Saints. We had a time, we had a 
day, a fayourable ſmiling Courting Hour, the morning Dawn to our 
oreat Fabile : Bur oh ! that dear, that bleſt Minute's gon. A Curſe of all 
unthinking greatneſs ! How might this mighty Hunter have purſued the 
glorious Game, like the immortal Roman Tw/lia that drove her Chariot 0- 
ver her murder'd Fathers heart, and Rod tryumphant o're the crackling 
Bones of Majeſty, had he nor ſg raſhly pull'd off the Vizard too ſoon, thus 
ſenſeleſly turn'd up his Cask, and ſhow'd the fatal Face withinit. And 
by that'only accurſt unfortunate AR, waken'd a whole alarum'd Nation 
to ſnatch th- Reins, from this bold Rider, and cry, ffop Fehw. 

Well, bur Mr. Le''ranze, through almoſt all his whole Pamphlet is 
ſtill upon the impoſllibiiiry of Popery, and Arbitrary Powers advance into 
England. Page $2, he ſays, take the matter as they ſuppoſe it, a King up- 
on a Throne thut's principled for Arbitrary Government and P. pery,. but ſo 
cloge d ond [hathled with Popular and Proteſtant Laws, that if he had never ſo 

reat 4 mind tot, there's not one Subjett in hit Dominions, that wonld dare to 
ferve him in his Deſign. PRs | EL 

Now the King of France weſee has made himſelf abſolutey and thar 
as I take it by the help of his Subjeds ; and why E=g/4þ Men ſhould nor 
dare todo any thing, that the Frexch have done before them, I cannot 
underſtand, Neither do I find, but a Popiſh King might not only have 
good Jr:ifþ Hands out of his Dominions, but good Exgiſh ones too upon 
that occation, for beſides his Popiſb Friends, we have but roo many of 
all Religions, but more of no Religion at all, whoſe deſperate Fortunes 
would make their hearts leap at to _s 2 motion, and pulh for a 
change at any rate to fiſh in troubled Warters,and that too notwithftand- 

' | ing 


fly 


DN 2 Eb © 
RIS... 


"P ET” 5 OT SOTO On. 0 ORG 3 


(20 ) 

ing the hgzird of their Necks, uten a Scheame of Lew which he prope es Paz. 
46, to be form'd for that purpoſes *Nay that Scheame of capital Laws ſhou:d 
ſerve for an incentive to their Reſolyti»n,and make*em wade the deeper, 
the more unſate and dangerous ir thould be to retire. 

In the toregoing Page he lays, | | 

Mr. Leſt. that pol/ibly there may be a Popilh Kins that may not have the 
will to change. the Government, in reſpe#t of the immor lity of tnclinin to 


| ſuch 4 violation df his truſt and word, but mu#t certinly got, 14 regard of ſo 


manifeſt an inability to bring it to pajs. 


Now *tis evideat the Plotters and Jeſuites have not belicvcd it luch an 
impoſſible exploit, and why may not a Prince of ch.ir own Opinion,and 


their own [nduſtry for Rome, upon the preſumprion of whole principles” 
1s 


and for whole ſake their whole Machine moved ; with a Crown on 
head, and a Sword in his hand believe as rhey do © So that were there a 
real inability in the caſe, yer if the blindneſs of zeal and the over-ſight of 
Ambition ſhall not diſtinguiſh that inability tobe manifeſt till the event & 
fatal {uccels has proved it lo, what ſhall that hinder his endeavors in at- 
tempring and rg it, and then where'gthe certainty of his will a- 
gainſt it. And thele endeavors once prolecuteMamidtt all the violent In- 
rodes or ſubtle Attaques that ſhall be made for Popery and Slavery,no God 
ha' wercy to his Kindneſs for't,it is none of his fault that he lays his Bones 
by the ſeige, and does not live 1t out to put us to Srorm. 

And I need not init how far the Peace,Profperity andFreedom of this 
once flouriſhing Kingdom will ſuffer under {uch a ſeige and how tar they 
will be dayly haraff'd and gall'd with fo potent and lo preſſing an Enemy. 
Act beſt they muſt expeR to have their Laws ſnapt aſunder as often and as -- 
faſt as S2mpſons cords,andtheir City gates 1n the ſcuffle rwing'd off,and if 
at laſt they play the Philiſtians,and live to pick our both his Eyesfor't,the . 
7 of all muſt terminat in Sampſozs fate, they'll have anold heavy roof 
pull | 


'd down both upon his head and theirs together, 

The next thing Mr. L'eſtrange falls toule upon, are the Ads of Par- 
liament recited in the character, and here 'F either tells the Reader they 
are nothing to the charafers purpoſe, or it they are, he finds ſuch flaws in 
the Law-makers that made them, that they are «nreaſona/ le, and con- 
ſequently 10d in themſelves, as you ſhall her anon. And lo he fairly 
trips up the heels of Kings, Lo:ds and Commans at once, and makes 
their whole authority inſignificant becauſe their Laws are againſt Mr, 
Leſtranges inclination. | | 

Firſt, he's very avgry with the character, for advancing the Popiſh Suc- 
ceſour firſt from the Poſſibility of a good man, ther from bad to wors, and 
at laſt to a downright Traitor > and that from a ſtatute of Queen Elizabeth, 
that declares ecery ſubjett of England, that ſhall take abſolution from Rome, 
or own the Popes ſupremacy, or pay any Feulty to the See of Rome guilty of 
Hizh Treaſon. And then he anſwers this by ſaying, there are two pro- 
viſoes in the Aft that makes the caſe ſomwhat different from what the 
CharaFeriſer has Stated it. vis. F 


1 P2zovided alway, that foz as much as the Nueens Pajeſty is otherwiſe ſuffi- 
ciently aſſured of che faich and loyalty of the tempozal Los of her high Court of 
Parliainenc 2 Therefo:e- this Ac, noz any thing cherein contained, ſhall noc ex- 
cend to compell any Tempo:al Perſon, of oz. above the degre of a Baron of this 
Realm co take oz pzonounce the Dath above ſaid, (viz. of Sypzemacy) noz to 1n- 
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cur any penalty, limiced by this Act fo2 not taking o2 refuſirig the ſanie #0: 

2. 332vided alſo, that if __ Por of this Realm ſhall hereafter offend contrary 
to this Act, o2 any WB2anch oz Article thereof, that, in that and all ſuch caſe aud 


caſes, thky ſhall be Tryed by their Peers, in ſuch manner and fozm as tn other ca# 
ſcs of Treaſons thep baue uſed to be tryed, and by no other means; 


Now I would defie any impartial Readet to Judge if ever ahy thing 
was ſo weakly and ſo impertinently urged as thele two Proviſoes. The 
firſt tells you that the Queen was lo atſured of the Lozalty of her Nobt- 


lity, that ſhe would not put them to the trouble of Swearing to com: 


firm ir, as the Law required from her Inferior Subjects, but on the Btker 
ſide the ſecond Proviſo tells us that notwithſtanding that , if any of 
them offended againſt the Law or any Branch or Article of it,they ſhovid 


find no more Mercy than the meaneſt Commoner in her Kingdom, bur: 


be equally Tryed for High Treaſon. Now what he drives at by this 
obje<tion or what favor theſe Proviſoes make for a Popiſh Heir, I de- 
clare I cannot Imagine, neither do I believe he knows himſelf. | 

Upon this he comes to a touch of Conſcience, and ſays; t wonld be 
well if every man that preſſes with this unprecedented rigor upon the Per- 
ſon here in Queſtion, would lay his hand upow his Heart, and ſay, if 
the King has Pardoned me Ten Thouſand times more than this comes to , 
with what reaſon or Conſcience can 1 Importune His Majeſty thus bitterly 
againſt his Brother. | 

Ten Thouſand times more than this comes to, is a very great diſpro- 
portion, But thus much I am certain, for the Heir of a Proteſtant 
.Kingdom, and the Son of a Proteſtant Martyr, to be perverted to the 
Religion and Intereſt of Rome, fo notoriouſly deſtructive to the Engliſh 
Government, and thereby to be the caule of all thoſe Diſtractions in the 
Nation, that tye up the Hearts and Hands of the Subjet, from their 
Duty to the beſt of Princes, and weaken both his greatneſs at home, 
and his Alliance abroad , and not only this, but to be {educed to a per- 
ſwaſion, in ſuch a junfure of Aﬀairs, on whoſe only ſcore, have all che 
late Conſpiracies againſt His Majeſties Sacred Life been contrived and 
animated, This Itay, is bad enough, but to find out a man Guilty of 
Ten Thouſand times more than this comes to, and Pardoned for it too, 
is (to uſe his own word) to give usan Original of an weprecedented Cri- 
minal, and as wnprecedented Mercy. But if he intends this as a laſh 
againſt the Author of the Character, Vle ve:.ture to clear him, for to 
my knowledge, he is a Perſon ſo far from laying tis hand on his Heart, 
and owing any Benefit to Royal Pardons or Acts of Oblivion, that I muſt 
fay this truth for him. Faruary 48 was paſt before he was Born, 

In the next Page he conteſles that the Strongeſt Argument he finds in 
the whole Character is this, Char, if ever a Papiſt mounts this Throne, 
then all their murmurs their petitions, proteſting and Aſſociation Votes 
will be remembred to the purpoſe, upon which he makes this remark. 
Mr. L. Now what can be a greater Indignity to the Fuſtice and Reſolution 
of that 1luftrious Body (viz. the Parliament) then to imagine fo narrow 
4 thought could any way influence the Candor and Solemnity of their De- 
bates, | 

Yes, indeed, what greater indignity then to imagine it. For if as 
the Character ſays, and Mr. Leftrange grants, they will be remember'd 
to the purpoſe, and the Heretick Dogs, upon his mounting into the 
Throne may live to be hang'd for their Barking, what greater indigni- 


ty 
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ty to the Courage and Reſolution of thoſe Iuftrious Patriots then to 
imagine they'le flacken their Votes and Debates againſt a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſon for hor of his Revenge. So cowardly a thought indeed, (as he 
ſays) would be too narrow for the Souls of Engliſh Men. 

From this he comes to the main point the Characters proving the Suc- 
cefſion of the Engliſh Crown to be wholly ſubjected ro the ditpoſal De- 
terminations and Limirationsof Parliament. 

The Parliament ( (ays the Charatter ) 25 of Henry the gth, [etied the Crown 
up the. Heirs of that Kings Body by Queen Anne, and in the 28 repealed 
that dt, and intayl'd the Succeſ/.on upon the Heirs of his Body by Queen Jane, 
Mary aud Elizabeth being declared illegit:mate, Aud 1n caſe they died without 
iſſue then the Parliament Empowr d him by the ſame Aft to diſpoſe of the Suc- | 
ceſſnon by his own Letters Patents or his laſt will. In the 35th, Tear of his 
Reign the Parltament graxted the Succe(ſion to Edward, and for want of the 
Heirs of his Body to the Lady Mary, and the Heirs of her Body, and for want of 
ſuch Heirs to the Lady Elizabeth, under certain Limitations and Conditions 


contain d in that AF. 
But to prove all this nothing to his purpoſe he makes rheſe {ix Ob- 


jections. 
| Mr. Leſt. Firſt,he ſays the CharaReriſer infers that a Parliament may Or- 
der or Diſpoſe the Succeſſion. But whither they may or no, here's little or n0- 
thing proved from theſe Citations, = under the ambiguity of the word Þar- 
liament, he would have this thought to be the ſivgle At of the Lords and Com- 
mons, when the Enatting authority of it was ſolely in the King. This firſt 
Objection has more quibble than reaſon in it, and deſerves no ſerious 
Anſwer. For the Character is ſo far from ſtarting up an Ordinance in- 
ſtead of an A of Parliament, that no man of ſenle can extort any ſuch 
meaning from him, 

Secondly he fays. Theſe Statutes do not ſo properly transfer 4 Right, as 
declare and notify the Perſons, for the prevention of diſputes and competitions, 
45 appears by the preamble to that of the 28th, Statute, 


TUherefoze we your molt hitmble and obedient Dubjecs, in this pu Parlia- 
ment Aſſembled, calling to ou2 Remembrance che great Diviſions which in cimes 
paſt have been in this Kealm, by reaſon of ſeveral cicles pretended to the Jmpertal 
C20wn of this Realm. which ſometimes and foz the molt part enſued, by occaſion 
of ambiguicy and doubts, then not ſo perfedly declared, buc chac Pen might upon 
froward tntents expound them to every Pans ſiniſter Ap etite aud Aﬀectton, and 
Poftericy of the lawful Kings and Emperozs of this Realm ; whereof hath enſued 
great Cffuſton and Deſtruction of Bans Blood, as well of che greac Number gf 
Nobles, as of other the Dubjecs, and eſpectally Jnhericors in che ſame, And the 
createſt Dccaſion thereof hath been, becauſe no perfect and ſubitancial Pzovigon 
by Law hath ben made within this Realm it ſelf : When doabcs and quefffons 
have been moved and —_— of the cercainty and Legalicy of the Succeſtion, 


and Poſrerity of the Crown, fc. ; 


Mr.L Now ſo far is the intent of this At from diverting the Succeſi- 
on, that the expreſs end of it was the ſetting of it right, by the avojdayce 
of 4 former ſettlement upon the nullity of the Marriage, And afterward 
26th. of the ſame King. cap. 2. The Ai here before mentioned is tal- 
led: The AR for the cftablihhment of the Succeſſhon of the Heirs of 
the Kings Highneſs in the Imperial Crown of this Realm. 24y. L. 
Now there's a great deal of difference betwixt tranſlating the Smutteſſiog 
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from the wrong to the rizht, and the diverting it from the right to the 
Wrong, 

Now certainly never had any objection leſs ſenſe in it then this, for if 
this At impowr'd the King upon the failure of Edward, Mary and Eliz- 
abeth, to give rhe Crown to whome he pleaſed, as really it did, and 
that muſt be expounded to give it only to. the next right Heir. Now 
their could be but one right Heir 1n the cafe, and conlequently if that 
right ought to poſſels, rhe empowring the King, to diſpole of the 
Crown where he pleaſed, was downright nonlenle and a palpable con- 
tradition in the very words. So that for inſtance had Henry the 
8h Upon preſumption of this Act, out of ſome particular inclination, 
bequeath'd the Reverſion of his Crown to a Tenth Cozen removed in- 
ſtead ofa Firit, and this Law had been to have been read by Mr. Le- 
ſtranoes Spectacles, the very end they made it for, ( viz.) to keep peace 
and quiet had been utterly deſtroy'd , for inſtead of Reconciling all dif- 
ferences between. future pretenders,and fixing the ſucceſſion, it hadonly, 
given new occalions tor freſh Feuds,and fo the Parliament had only wiſely 
made an Act to ruine the very intent of it's Creation. 

Mr. L. Thirdly, this change and diſpoſition of ſettlement though it paſ- 
ed all the formalityes of Bill and Debate, yet the Firſt ſpring of it was from 
their certain knowleds of the Kings Pleaſure to have it ſo, without which they 
durſt never hive ventred on ſuch a propoſition. 

Mr. L. Fourthly,m itter of Fatt is no proof of Right,and eſpecially a Fatt ac- 
companied with ſo miny circumſtances of crols Capers and contradittions, as 
the pronouncing of the ſame perſons to be both 1llegitimate, and legitimate, 
&c. ' And 4 Man cannot imagine, without a ſcandal to that Grave and 
wiſe Aſfembly, that the levity of thoſe Conncels and that humor of Sweay- 
ing and Counter-ſwearing could be any other than the caprich of their new 
Head and Goverpur. 

Now 'pray obſerve the ſlyneſs of this flur he puts upon Majeſty : He 
cunaingly inſinuates that Matter of Fact may not be Matter of Right, 
and that when-the Humor, Caprice or Pleaſwre.of a King influences the 
Votes of his Parliament to make it fo, | 

Now upon conceſſion of Mr. Leftrenges opinion, here's a broad gate 
opened for a Kebellion ; for by his Argument 'tis but difallowing the 
rightfulneſs of Hearth money, and indeed almoſt all the reſt of the 
Kings Revenucs becauſe the King generally askt the Parliament money 
firſt,” and ſo {ince the firſt ſpring of thoſe grants were from the — 
of the. Kings pleaſure to have it ſo, 'tis but Mr. L'eſtravges denying t 
matcer of right in this caſe, and ſo he makes the King a Tyrant to de- 
mand his own, and thereupon encourages the Subject to the moſt im- 
pudent undutifulneſs and diſſoyalty in nature. Now thole croſs Capers 
and roxtradittions, as he calls them, in declaring the ſame Perſons one 
while legitimate and afterwards /egitimare.is one of the greateſt Ar- 
guments that the conſervation of a Nations Peace, was held a greater 
piece of Conſcience in that Age, then the maintaining the right of 
Blood, when I|'cgitimacy it ſelt upon occaſion could be reſtored to the 

wer of Succeſſion, Neither was there any ſuch Swearing or Connter- 
ſwearing or any ſuch levity (as he calls it) in that grave Afſembly,for 
the Oath they enjoyn'd the People in fidelity tothe Kings Heirs could 
have no other meaning than whilſt they wete Zawfwll ſo, and in all 


Juſtice the Obligation of it expired in courſe, when the Law declared 
G 2 | them 
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them no longer fuch., Nor was it indeed any more than the Tenure of 
our preſent Oath of Allegiance, 1n which we {wear to be faithful to the 
King s lawful Heirs and Succeſſors, which the Ignorance of ſome People 
has uſed as an Argument againſt the changing of Succeſſion , as think- 
ing they have ſworn fealty to the next of Blood, whereas in reality 
there's nothing in that Oath that binds them to the Perſox but the 
Thins, tono particular Man any further than as he is Heir and Succeſſor, 
Lawfully ſo, and no Man truly 1s either Heir or Succeſſor till he 1zherirs 
and fxcceeds, and as 'tis moſt ridiculous to think the intent of an Oath 
of Allegiance is to make a Man Swear Loyalty to a fellow Subject, as 
as the greateſt Heir apparent is no more whilſt the King Lives, fo the 
duty of that part of the Oath cannot neceſſarily be underſtood to com- 
mence or take effe&t till the preſent Kings death, and then if in the 
mean while the abſolute Power of the ts the King, Lords and Com- 
mons have conſtituted a new Heir and Succeſſor, the obligation of that 
Oath of Allegiance can have no other Aſpect, then to the Heir and Suc- 
ceſſor ſo conſtituted, 

Mr, Leſt, fithly, with Reverence to the utility and conſtitution of good and 
wholeſome Laws, tt is not preſently to Cite 4 ſtatute and ſay, there's a prece- 
dent,for thoſe Laws that are repurnant to the Light of nature avd Common 
Right are Nullities in themſelves. 

Now heres one of the boldeſt Maſter ſtrokes of the pen that ever 
came in print, This point once gain'd, all the Proteſtant Laws fince the 
reformation,and the whole fabrick of the preſent Governmeat are total- 
ly ſubverted. Tis but a Popiſh Succeſlors believing aud maintaining that 
all the Proteſtant Laws ever ſince Hepry the 8ths. perverſion are againſt 
the light of nature, and conſequently Nullites in themſelves: Sodown 

oes the Proteſtant Church,up ſtart the old Statutes de Heretico comburen- 
ao, the old Smith-field Fire-works, whilſt Popery comes in in the open face 
ofday moſt triumphantly intreduced even by the awful Divinity of Law 
and Juſtice for its Supporters, So that after all Mr. Leſtraxges Vindica- 
tion of the Honor, Honeſty, Veneration of Oathes, Performance of Laws, 
and Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion in a Popiſh Succeſſor, he has 
very ſubtly tound him out an Evaſion to be a greater Tyrant and Devil 
than the Author of the Character could paint him, and that too with 
all the Innocence in the World, and even without the leaſt Blemiſh of 
Infidelity. But to come a little nearer to him,in the firſt Place theſe Acts 
tor the lettlement of the Crown were ſo far from being repugnant to the 
Light of nature, that on the contrary 'tis evidently manifeſt that the Law- 
Makers that made e*m mov'd by no other Guide or Light but that., For 
ſince ſelf Preſervation is the firſt and greateſt thing that the light of nature 
teaches all Mankind, the very preamble to the Adts confirm us that the 
preſervation gf themſelves and their Heirs in Peace aud Tranquility, and to 
avoid the future Effuſion of Engliſh Blood, was the ſole End and Deſign of 
thoſe Ads. 

Secondly thele Acts have ——_———— or deſtructive of common 
right. . For if by common right, he implies a right to any poſſeſſion or 
pretenſion derived from human Power and the Laws of Man, then 'tis 
plain by the Conſtitution of our Government, where our Laws are not 
liketheſe of the Medes and Perſians, that the Law-makers that gave can 
#ake; and in that reſpe& there's no right ſo firm, which the abſolute 
Power of the Law lying 1n the three States in Parliament cannot ſhake. 
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Burt if by common right he means a right derived from theT aws or Com- 
ni2nds of God, and rherefore thoſe As of Parliament are nullitics in 
rhemiclves, becauſe repugnant to the Rules and Duty of Chri®ianity. 
Then ke would do wellto tell us whenthat Law of God was made or that 
Command given. But that there 1s no ſuch Law norany ſuch Rules of 
Chritiarity 1s plainly to be demonſtrated from the moſt eminent prece- 
dents of holy writ;where we fiad proximity of bfogd has been to far from 
chzllecgtng thar unaſrerable Right of Empire.that on the other (ide there 
have bcen :everal Changes of Kings made mthat caſe even amongſt Gods 
own People and that always by his Conſent, and ſometimes by his tpecial 
Order. Beiides if any ſuch Law of God had been made, and left us in 
holy Scripture, 'cis certatn that Law ought to have no more obligation 
over one Chr:/tiay Kingdom than another, and then conſequently Yerice 
and Holl2zd that have no Kings at all, and Poland that always elect their 
Eings, by Mr. Leſfran9es Tnterence live Age after Ape in continual Vio- 
{:r1on of Common Right, the Duty of Chriſtians, and the Laws of God. 
Ido confeſs I have heard of a Command of Chrijt that ſays, Let every 
Soxle be (us jet unto the higher Powers ; for there is no Power but of God ; 
whoſcever therefore reſiſteth the Power reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and 
they that refit ſhall yeceive to themſelves Damnation ; and therefore if the 
higher Powers of Ezz/azd the King, Lords and Commons are an Ordi- 
nance of God too, it is an Article of my Creed, That he that denies 
their. Authority and Power, and not content with that only, endeavors 
to perſwade and feduce rhe reſt of his fellow ſubjects to the ſame denial 
15 not only a Traitor to his Country, but from Chriſts own Sentence ſhall 
receive, if poſſibly, a double Portion of Damnation. | 

But now for his Sixth Obſervation on this Statute. 7 

Mr. L. Laſtly he brings inſtance here to prove that a Parliament may at- 
vert the ſucceſſion,but he (hows withal, that there can be no ſecurity even in 
that Excluſion, ſhowing that what one Parliament does another may undo, jo 
that now we are upon equall Tearms of ſecurity or hazard, either inthe exclu- 
fon of the ſucceſſor or 11 rejtraining him, for if he be tyed up by one Parlia- 


ment, another may (et him at Liberty; and if he be excluded by one Par- 


tiament, ancthcr may take him in again. | 
Now certainly this is the moſt comical humor I ever met with;to adviſe 
a Parliament t:z have a care of excluding a Papiſt for fear another Parlia- 
ment reſtore him. Perſwade e'm to fear that once, and make e'm Jea- 
{ous of fancyes and Chimeras indeed, But to diſſipate all ſhadows of any 
ſuch dangers, there are ſome heads as wiſe-as Mr. L'eſtranges ( no dil- 
paragment) that are of opinion if one Engliſh Parliament once exclude a 
Popith ſucceſſor we may ſafely defy Five Hundred Parliaments after- 
wards to reſtore him. The diſinheriting of a Popiſh ſucceſſor being a 
kind of L2».6--, that if we have once got him into it, 'tis damnable odds 
thar all the intrelt of X:-ve with Ten Millions of Maſſes never get him 
out of it. I mnſt confeſs if we conld have a Parliament of Mr. Leſtranges 
particular choofing, the Coxſi;tory of Cardinals for the Houſe of Lords, 
and St CX:ers Colledze for the Houſe of Commons much might be ; but 
till then we are pretty ſafe in that point. 

But amongſt all Mr. Peſtranges deſpicable thoughts of the Decrees 
and power ot Parliaments in Henry the Eight's days, he clearly forgets 
to anſwer thit Act of Parliament of Queen E/:zabeths mentioned in the 


Character, in which 'rwas made Treaſon for any man to affirm thatthe 
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diſpoſal of the Imperial Crown of England lay not in the Queen and Par- 
liament, and indeed chat Act comes lo near the preſent tace of the at- 
fiirs in England, that it was made upon the lelte ſame occalion, thac 
the Bill of Excluſion was endeavour'd by the late Parliaments, ( vx. } 
with an intention of putting by Mary Queen of Scots the then next Pa- 
piſh Heir from the Succeſſion, had not her Conſpiracy againſt the Life 
of the Queen, put an end to all farther care, by the forteiture of her 
head. Bur theie Six Objetions with the help of Common Kight and the 
Light of Nature may ſerve to an{wer both ; and truly Mr. Lellrange has 
iven us the top of his Politicks, and the utmotit {trength of his Rea- 
ſon for the defence of a Popiſh Succeſſor, in oppolition even to the 
Supreme Authority of the Nation, and _—_ all the precedents of 
Laws and Hiſtory. Bur alas : what ſignifies Supreme Authority, Pre- 
ſidents, Laws, &c. There's nothing lo ſacred which ſands 1a their 
way, that the Champions of Rome muſt not endeavor to overthrow, 
when the Popii Intereſt cries Halloo, they muſt Bark at leaſt 
though they cannot Bite. Now 'tis plainly to be diſcovered at what 
Foundation he ſtrikes, by — and enfeebling the Legiſlative 
Power of the Nation, and though he wiſcly lays the Scene at ſuch 
diſtance as the remoter Age of Henry the 8th, yer we underſtand where 
he aims the laſh he gives, and what Gall his Ink's made of. But 
truly in his Remarks and Refle&ions upon the Capriches { as he calls 
them) of Henry the 8th, with the weakneſs, of his great Council, 
the ſhallownels of their Debates, and the invalidity of their decrees, he 
chooſes the lafer Subjet. The Majeſty he reviles, and the Authori- 
ty he ridicules , being ſo long ſince inoffentive Duſt and Aſhes, that 
he has this Reaſon for his Boldneſs, and this ſhield for his Defence. 


Nulli gravis eft percuſſus Achilles. 


But to anſwer thole ſtrait-laced Conſciences that ſo vehemently maia- 
tain and aſſert Succeſſion to be Fure Divine, and cannot be alter'd by a- 
ny buman Laws, I will put this inſtance. 

Suppoſe a King has two Sons, the eldeſt of which, ambitious of a 
Crown, and miſlead by the it! Counſel of his Prieſts, favourites or the 
like, conſpires to depoſe his Father, and in Order thereunto, confede- 
rates with ſome neighbouring Monarch ; who upon aſſurance given him, 
by this Aſpirer ofre{igning of ſome part of his Domiaions to him, or be. 
coming triburary to him,turniſhes him with Money and Men, by which 
aſſiſtance he flies out into an open Rebellion againſt his Father, upon web 
the Father commiſſions his younger Son to fight this Rebel Prince, who 
beats him, and makes him fly out of his fathers Dominions to that conte- 
derate neighbours Protection, upon which the King with the unanimous 
conſent of his loyal Subjects paſſes an A for a total Excluſion of the El- 
der ſon from the Crown, and to place the Succeſſion in the younger. 
Now will any Man ſay that this is not warrantable and juſt both by che 
Laws of God and Man. For ifit be unwarantable, and that this Rebel 
Prince muſt ſtill ſuceeed, then confider what follows. | | 

Frſt, here's a manifeſt obſtructing of the diſtributionof the greateſt 

uſtice both human and divine. For whilſt this Prince continues ſafe by 
his Flight, and his forreign Protection, from any perſonal Sutterance for 


his Crimes, and. at the ſame time 'ris granted he cannot ſuffer in his 
Births 
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Zirthrizht, then this indiſpenſable continuation of ſucceſſion confers the 
greateſt Earthly felicity and reward viz. a Diadem on the greateſt of 
Criminals, one Dowbly a Traitor not only againſt the Lords anointed, but 
even to -- ——_— of his own Royal Blood, and the Author of his be- 
109, a Father, 

Secondly; it makes crown'd Heads the moſt miſerable State of all man 
kind ; nay they are below the meaneſt Peaſant in their Kingdoms: For 
the vengeance of a Subjet, having the Power todifinherit, ſhall perſue 
a Rebel ſon even to the Eaft 1ndies, whillt a King, who they ſay, has, or 
{howtd have long hands (hall notwith all his thunder reach the worſt of rebels 
croſs the next Sea, or perhaps the next County, So that where's their 
boaſting themſelves to be Gods Vicegerents, when they alone of all Men 
are moſt debarred that greateſt Prerogative ofa Diety, REVENGE. 

34,By this means Majeſty that ſhould be moſt ſacred, and the perſon of 
it moſt religiouſly guarded,and defended, lies more expoſed than all Man- 


kind beſides, for if it be true that. 
Filins ante diem patrios inquirit in annos. 


And the luſt of Inheritance makes the Blood of the Impatient Heit 
boil high for poſſeſſion, then *cis moſt true, where the Inheritance is 
Greateſt, and the Temptation Strongeſt, as in the cafe of a Crown, 
that there the Blood boiles higheſt. And if ſo, and Birth-right be 
ſtill unforfitable, then to the ſtrongeſt Temptation here's the' leaſt dan- 
ger, and the yur Ercouragement for gratifying that luſt, and ac- 
compliſhing all ſuch tempting deſires. .So that upon this poſition, 
who ſo arm'd for a Traitor as he that's Born to a Crown, and who 
ſo unſafe as he-that wears it. But ſurely 'tis inconſiſtant with that 
particular care, that God takes for the Preſervation of Kings, to en- 
tail that Fu Divinum upon them, that places chem infra fatam Hu- 
manum. 

However to pive a little clearer light into this great point of Suc- 
cefſion I ſhall trouble my Reader with one inſtance more. 

It cannot be diſputed but that either Queez 44ary or Queen E/7«berh 
did ſucceed to the Imperial Crown of Emg/and not by Divine Right 
of Succeſſion, ſince Queen Elizabeth was Born whilſt Queen Karha- 
ine the Mother of Queen Mary was living, but one of them muſt 
MMindoubtedly enjoy the Crown Fare Parliamentario: if the latter, ( as 
"WM=naort be denyed) and that Succeſſion is Fare Divine, then ſhe was 

an Yſurpeſs upon the Right of the Houſe of Scotland: and what then 
is the conſequence of all this : | 

Firſt, it ſhakes, and ſtrikes at the Foundation of the Church of 
 Ensland, which derives all its Power and Authority from the Crown 
which began in King Hezry the 8ths, and were more fully confirmd 
by Queen Elrzabeth, and therefore the Church of England was ſet- 
led by a Princeſs de = and not de jure, inſfomuch that it under- 
mines the very bſ/s of the Hierarchy and Eccleſiaſtick power, and the 
order of the whole Clergy, who derive their Diſtintions and Ordi- 
nations from that Queen, | 

2ly. It may call in Queſtion all the Grants of that Queen, which 
have not been confirmed by the Scorriſh Line, and deſtroy the many and 


oreat Priviledges conferr'd on both the Univerſities. 
| H 3 3ly. 
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Zly. According to the Rule of Jus D:vintsm it may ratle-4 Qcilticn 
hereafter of what validicy thole Honors are which thar Queen w as plea- 
{ed ro confer upon teveral great and eminent Families. 

Laitly it would well become many worthy and learned, Men ferioully 
to conſider whether they do not labor to do the Werl and Drudgery of 
the Church of Rome, who aſſert to faral a Principle, whereby they 
make-Queen Elizabeth an Ulurpreis, and buiid the tuperſtructure of 
the Proteſtant Religion, che right of the Church, ard the Legality 
of the whole Clergy ot Enziarza, upon {uct a {andy and ruinous Foun- 
dation as the High and Mighty Ju Di- 14am, But if we will allow 
that Princeſs our lawtul Queen, wv hich I hope no Man will have the 
Impudence to deny, then the diſpolal of the Crown by Parliament is 
juſt, 19 | 
But if Jus Di: imum that lay buried 44. Years together muſt make a 
Reſurrection in our preicnt Diſtractions of Exgland, and both H.acr and 
Conſcience render an excluſion Bill unlawtul, how came the propoſi- 
tion of making a Poputh Succeſſor but a Nominal Prixce, and letling 
the Adminiſtration in Proteſtant hands : It that may be, then here's 
Fs Divinums quite laid alide : for Divine Right of Birth entitles a Prince 
to the power as well as the name of a King, and if that right. be 
ſacred and inviolable, no exe part of it more than another ought cr 
can lawfully be alienated, But it the greateſt part of it be by the 
greateſt Authority allow'd juſtly Alienable by Att of Parliament, there's 


an end of all Divine Right, and a coxce/on of the Juriſdiction of Par- 


liaments, infomuch that if chey may /egally take away the Kernel, 
and leave only the Hw4k of Succeſſion, by the ſame Authority they 
may as well take away. both :- and a total Excluſion is no more repugnant + 


to Honor or Conſcience then an Excluſion iz part. - 
But if any Man has a curioſity to examine the Effects: of Excluſi- 
ons #n part , vis, Limitations and Reſtrictions that have been put 
upon the Ergliſh Crown, I will only adviſe him curſorly to run over the 
conteſts between King John and the Barons ; Henry the 3d, Edward the 
24, and Richard.the 2d and their Barons, and the troubles of Henry 
the 61h, and the ſeveral Agreements made between him and the D. 
of York, andhe'le cafily ſatisfie himſelf that notwithſtanding the ſeveral 
Agreements Reſtraints and Limitations put . upon, the Crown, and 
thoſe confirm'd not only by Acts of Parliament but ſolemaly ratify... 


ed in the Face of Heaten by many Oaths and dreadful Excommunicaad 


tions by the Church, yet none ever held : bur fo ſoon as thoſe Parſi 


aments were diſſolved, or the firſt opportunity or advantage happen'd, ** ? 


thoſe Kings by the ill advice of their Favourites and Mintons broke all, 
whereupon both parties flying to Arms, the King accuſing them of 
Treaſon, and they Him of Perjury, the riſe of all thoſe long and bloody 
Civil Wars had no other ground but this. | 
Bat to back his laſt ſix Arguments in defence of the Succeſſion we find 
him for the next three or four Pages together corroborating his O Pinion 
with the practice of the primitive Chriſtians. Firſt he tells you *r a Goſ.. 
| pel precepts not todo ill that good may come of it, ſuth as the wawarrantalle 
deveſting of a Prince of his Birthright theugh for .ny ſafety or |reſervatiun 
whatever. So that in the caſe of England ſuppoſing it would come at laſt to a 
down-right perſecution under a Popith Succeſſor, yet to ſtand #poz our Guards 
ro prevent it would te mere than ever the primitive Chriſtians did under the 
Fen 
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ten Þerſecutions,and we have not only their Example but their expreſs Doftrine 
a:atnſtit, And therefore ( as he ſays in another place ) tis our Duty to 
ble's God for the Peace and Happineſs we now enjoy, and rather wait hi far- 
tn:r pleaſure with thankfulneſs 2nd reſignation, then with murmuring and , 
artruſt to As.ticipate ſuture Els aud Prejudge Providences to come, 


Now never was any thing more plaufibly managed to (o little purpoſe, 
for the Correſpondence between ours and the primitive Chriſtians caſe 
15 here {0 incohcrently Ballanced, rhat never were Arguments more So- 
phiiticil, The primuive Chriitians preacht Obedience to Nero, yes, 
and they had forfeited their Chriſtianity it they had done otherwiſe, but 
what was that Nero, an ablolute Monarch : and whar thoſe primitive 
Bithops © not ſuch as ours, they were not a part of the Legiſlative Power 
of the Nation, as onr Prelates are. If Nero invented Wracks, Tortures 
and Gibbets for per{ecuring or murdering the poorChriſtians,he did it by 
F bi 04 n uncontroulable Authority, nor were thoſe primitive Biſhops 
| cali'd to -nake Laws, and therefore had not the lawful power of the leaſt 
| Vore in Muderation. of Aeroes Cruelty, or in Redrels of the Chriſtians 
Torments. Iam ſure 1f they had had any ſuch voting or law-makin 
Poxer, and yet out of a bale principie of cowardly Fear on one fide, an 
* like ſordid Sycophants our of alcrvile Flattery of Neroes barbarbus Incli- 
| nations on the other {1de,hadnegle&ed themeans,(as much as in themlay) 
| of preventing thoſe Perſecurions, they had been rather {tes then Shep- 

herds over the flock of Chriſt, and Acceſfaries to all thoſe Butcheries that 
Nero committed againſt them. For not to oppole where oppoſition is 
lawfal, is to permir, and to permit is to A. So that there would not 
have been that Engine made to rend the Tortured Chriſtians Bones, that 
they them ſelves in ſo doing had not leat a helping hand to the wind- 
ing of it up. Noris it to be doubted but that if thoſe Primitive Prelates 
had had thoſe Sacred Recorded Statutes, thole- Royal decrees, Preſidents 
and Laws before 'em, wherin the diſpoſal of the Crown under which 
they lived had lain 1a the Abſolute Power of the Nation, .it being de- 
 clared no leis then Treaſon to deny it, and that the Kingdoms lafety 
in de{pight of Birch-right had ſometimes Authorized the change of the 
Sucefſion ; had theſe Prelates,I ſay,lived under ſuch a Government, and 
ar the ſame time lat at the Helm like'ours, it is to be preſumed upon the 
. certain proſpe& of a next Succeſſor of known Principles of Barbarity 
- and perlecntion, with the Innate implacable inveteracy againſt Chri- 
\ ftians and Chriſtianity; they would boldly and unanimously have 
|  endeavored and Voted for his Removal, and whatever Obedience they 
Preachr to a Nero »por a Throne, they would have thought it neither an 
Obligation of Conicience or Chriſtianity to have leat their Affiſtance to 
the monnting a Nero ito a Throne. So that 'tis more than likely under 
ſucha Power and ſuch Circumſtanccs they would have ſtood upon their 
Guards, ( as the Character ſays ) againſt ſo dangerous and ſo fatal a Suc- 
ceſſion ; not ſtoud upon their Guards, as. Mr, Leſfrange interprets it, 
with their Swords in their hands, but as the Author meant it, with their 
Eves and Tongues in their heads and reſolution in their Soules, to ſee the 
real dangers themielves and their Religion are in, and to propole and 
provide all lawful and neceſſary means to prevent them, - | 
Nor would they upon ſecond thoughts with Mr, Zeffranges tender 
4 | onſcience 
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Conſcience have judged this legal & manly Reſolution in defence of their 
Religion to fall under the Premunire mention'd in the 34. P. of his Book, 
x Profſtituting of their Soules to [ave their Skins and Fortunes, This Tam 
ſure, they could never with Reaſon or Religion have judged it any tuch 
Proftitution, but if they had made Religion and Conſcience the Pretexce 
' tojudge it ſo, and thereupon had directed and managed all their S:uates, 
Laboys, Endeavors, Votings, Preachings, In{inuations and E necourapements 
for the Eſtabliſhment of ſuch a Succeſlor, they might very ſeatonably 
fall under as ſevere a ſcandal, and I am ſure as juſtly delerved, as what 
Mr.Lefirange has given the Fanaticks under the Name of Papiſts in Maſ- 
querrde ; for in this caſe the wiler part of the World would have ſhrewd- 
ly ſuſpected they had been more Heathens in Maſquerade, than Chriſtians. 
Neither is there ( by Mr; Le/franges Permiſsion ) that incumbent Duty 
upon Chriſtianity, to be ſo wholly employ'd in bleſsing God for our pre- 
{ent Peace and Proſperity, as to wait his farther Pleaſure and Providences 
co come with ſo intire a Reſignation, till we negleta lawful Preſervation 
when approaching Ruine threatens us ; he that by the Bleſſing of God 
Nands upon the firm Shore and ſees that terrible and unuſual Torrent 
come rowling on, which in Probability may break the banks and drown 
him, is ſo far from being oblidged ro an idle ſtanding till, and a reſig- 
Nation to the will of Providence, whether the lnnundation ſhall break 
ie, and he fink or ſwim : That if he milcarries by that idle neglec of 
himſelf, it will not ar all clear him from being acceſſary to his own de- 
Aruction, ( and therefore anſwerable for it ) by excuſing Himſelf to God, 

and ſaying, Lord, I ſubmitted to thy pleaſure, 

- From this we come to the Charatters Dodtrin of Paſſive Obedience, 
Which'the Charaer avows may be laid afide under the Tyranny of a 
Popiſh Succefſion , in anſwer to which we have Mr. Zeſtrange very le- 
Es a2painſt Him, for ſo bold and fo dangerous a poſition, and per- 
Pips if thete te any glimpſe of Reaſon throughout his whole anſwer 

is there z but however that the Authors Opmion may not appear ſo 
ſtrangely enormous, nor his poſition ſo wholly deſtructive to Govern- 
ment, and fo oppoſite to Chriſtianity , as his anſwer would render 
It ; let us vehture to make a little explanation of the Character. Firſt 
then 'to —_— what that Tyranny is which he juſtifies we may 
lawfully oppoſe, and what Invaſion that, we may juſtly -repel, I muſt 
tefer the Reader to the CharaFer page 22d. | 

& Char. What does this Popiſh King by admitting the Popes Su- 
* premmacy, but diveſt himſelf of half his Royalty, whilſt like the Ju- 
<nior Kihg of Brentford in the play he _ and alienates the Right 
©hand power of Ry to an Invader and Uſurper , and thus we are 
&« enſlaved by a medley Government betwixt Tyranny and Uſurpa- 
<&tjon. and again. page's. 

© Chay. Tf he be a Man of Juſtice that ſtill makes for Rome, for 
 <@yhift he believes the Pope to be Chriſts -lawful Vicar, and that 

& Office includes the Ecclefiaſtick Supremacy , no doubr bur he'le 
<think it as much the duty of his Chriſtianity to give the Pope his 
Vy right as to take his own. So that upon this ſuppoſition of the Popes 
«© Stpremiacy reſtored, the Author has ſtated both our Tyrantsand our 
Slavery, But to return toMr. Zeſtrange. page 77. - 

'Mtr- 'L. '1n our Oath of Supremacy we ſmear that the K ing is the ON- 

| | LY 


CRE | 
LY SUPRE ME, Governor SUPRE ME,ſo none (not the Pope)above him,and ON- 
LY SUPREME ſo none coordinate or equal with him. , : 
If ſo, and the King is Supreme Governor Eccleſza/tick and Civil,and 
a Popith King notwichftanding ſhall alienate balt his Supremacy tg 
rhe Pope, then the Pope is co-Kizg with him ; and that it may nor 
' be objected rhat Supream Eccleſiaſtick Power 1s not Kirgly- Power, where 
the Highe/* and aft Appeal lyes, there lyes Koyal Power, and therefore 
whilſt the higheſt and Jaſt appeal in all cauſes Eccleſiiftick, in ſuch 4 
Government 1s lodged in the Pope his Power is Royal. For it would 
be very ablurd to fay that a Supreme Moderator in cauſes betwixt 
Man and Man ſhould be a Kingly Governor, and 4 Supreme, Mode- 
rator in cauſes between God and Man \thould be zmoxe. That wett to 
place a Majeſty in thzt Authority that ſays Thou ſbalt not ſteal, and 
none in that that ſays Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. *Tis 
true the Pope. to mince the matter, and to Sham upon thoſe Romiſh 
Kings that Admit of his Church Supremacy, - very cunningly uſurps 
the Prerogative without the Name, and therefore wherever he is 
Supream Fudze, he lets the Temporal Soveraignty be (till the Supream 
Sheriff, for wherever his Tribunal condemns, the Popiſh King is Hang- 
man Generalifſimo to execute, Yet ſtill inreality his Power is never the 
lels Kingly, when we ſee that this Popiſh Executioner under him,is 
ſo far from the Exerciſe of - any Regal Authority in his Sherifalty, 
that he's but a ſubſtitute of the Popes, and accountable to the Pope 
for the leaſt negle& or miſdemeanor in his office of that kind, fo 
that the reeſtabliſhment of the Popes Supremacy here, is ſetting up 4 
new Kingly Power. But by what Title ? None. For granting his Su- 
 premacy of old was his right whilſt he poſſeft it, yet conſidering that 
right has been loſt above a Hundred years together, by the Laws 
of Conqueſt 'tis now wholly expired, and he can lay no more claim 
or pretence to't after ſo long an alienation; then the Chriſtians to 
Conſtantinople, or the Danes or Saxons to England. Now 'tis a known 
Maxim in Evgland that a King of himſelf cannot give, ſell, or alie- 
nate all, or part of his heteditary Soveraign Power, neither can he 
any more reſtore the Pope (out of a freak-of conſcience) to his Supre- 
macy, or his Abby Lubbers to their old fat paſtures, then he can 
ſay to the Duke of Saxony, Sir, lay claim to half Ezglazd and 'tis 
yours, and therefore land a colony in the Weſt of England, and 
rown your ſelf Xiz2 there, whilſt I content my ſelf with the: So- 
veraignty of Tork-ſhire, and two or three more Northern Counties 
about it. Nay ſuppoſe-a King ſhould fay ſo, and this Sexo Prince 
upon that preſumption ſhould come, and make a Setſute, there's ne- 
ver a Subjet in England, notwithſtanding their Lawful Soveraigns 
ſpecial Gommand to them to yeeld Obedience to this uſurping in- 
__—— that may not juſtly and with a ſafe Conſcience op- 
poſe this iwveder, and ſhoot him though the heart at the very firſt 
ſtep he makes into Erz/and, For whatever paſſive Obedieace is dug 
to our Native Priace we have none due to a Forreign Invader. So 
likewiſe *tis a plain caſe that the Popes Supremacy entring into Eng- 
Lxd is an Invading and Uſurping Royalty. For though we are bound 
_ to pay fealty, to what ever Deputies, Yiceroys, or Subminiſters the King 
ſhall Ordain or Ioftirute under him, yet the Popes Supremacy can- 
not come under that name, for it ceaſes to be Swpream if there be 
t 2 by 
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a Power above it. So that whenever the King hall ſay to the Pope 
aſſume your Prerogative, there's never a Subje:r of Enzland, that may 
not by violence rejcue an Hererick trom a Stake that's condemn'd by 
that Prerogative, or any delegated Authority trom rhe Ufurped Supre- 
macy of the Pope, nay if they burn the very Tribunal abour thoſe Je- 
ſuitith Judges eares that pronounced that Hereticks Condenination, , 
they may J«ſtify the Fact both ro their King and their God. | 

The Papiſt in Maſquerade dravs now near to a Conclution, and gives 
the Characteriſera dead doing blow ar {1ſt ſtruke, by the Argumenr rail: 
ed againſt the CharaFers polition, that Kin:s were made for the Perple, and 
not the People for the Kings, Though by the way the Characteriſers aſſerti- 
on is nct only one Drs. opinion ; for if he will allow King Fames to have 
as much we as himſelf, we ſhall find him, (if we may take his Royal 
: word for't) a little leaning towards the Characters ſide, witneſs this 
clauſe in one of his Speeches in Parliament, Arzo 1603, 

As I am a Head and Governor of all the People in my Dominions, who are 
my natural Vaſſals and Subjefs conſidering them in number and diſtintt 
Ranks ; fo if we take the People as'one Body and Maſs, then as the Head is 
ordeind for the Body, and not the Body for the Head, ſo muſt a righteous King 
know himſelf to be ordain'd for his People, ani not his People for him, for 
though a King and his People be Relata, yet can he be no King if he want Peo- 
ple and Subjedts ; but there be many People in the world that lack a Head, &c 

But no matter for all this, Kings are bur Men, and this human Error 
of King James, muſt not dare to oppoſe the more ſacred Authority of Mr. 
Leſtrange. For to baffle this groſs Miftake of them both, he continues, 

But after all theſe words, toſhew thit Government originally was not popu- 
tir, 1 ſhall add a few more to prove the Inſtitution of it to be purely Divine , 
which Opinion, in truth, needs not any other ſupport then the Authority of the 
holy Scriptures. By me Kings reighn &c.I have made the Earth, the Man, 
and the Beaſts that are upon the Ground by my great Power, and my 
Our-ſtretch'd Arm, and have given it to whom it ſeem'd meet unto 
me. Fer. 27th. 5. RN: 

Now I cannot find by this Text : By me Kings raighn &c, But that 
by me Subjects poſſeſs their lawful Inheritances might claim the ſame 
right. For an Empire to a Monarch and a Lordſhip to a Subje&.,a naboths 
Vineyard, or an Ahabs Kingdom are equally the Gift of God, and by 
our Tabhors reaſons may equally pretend to a Divirze Juftitution, Neither 
isthere ſo much Support as he calls it in this holy Authority, but I can 
match it with another as holy andas much to his purpoſe, which tells us, 
not a Sparrow falls to the Ground without the will of my Father, &c, Now 
- if no King reighns without him, and no Sparrow falls without him; 2 

Manmight m. him why the holy Authority of this laſt Text might not 
make the falling of a Sparrow have as much of divine [nſtitution in it 
as the Enthroning of a Monarch. Nor can I perceive that there lies 
ſo much ſtreſs in Gods giving the Government of the Earth, Man, and 
Beaſts to whom it ſeem'd Meet to him, as to Nebuchadnezar in the Text, 
but thata MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARZIN, written by 
the Almighties own hand againſt his impious Heir, the ſacrilegious 14o- 
latrous Balſhazar was as much the Word of God, and had as much 
divine Inſtitution in it as by me Kings raigy, But to proceed in our 
Authors argument. | 

Mr. L. That which we now tall Kingly Government was at Firſt called 

Paterpal, 


(33) 
Paternal, and after Patriarchal 8c. And we find by the powers they excer- 


ciſed &c, And fo he advances 1n a Florid Delcant upon this SubjeR rill he 


lodges the firſt Paternal Kinzly Government in 'Adam. | 
Here you may perceive he's harping at the old Fare Divine, but 
I thall wave that point of diſpute, and even with granting his ſuppoli- 
tion true, .out of his own opinion invalidate the chief argument of all 
his diſcourſe, and the Fundamental Deſign of his whole pamphlet, 
( vis: ) Unalterable Right of Succeſſion. If then (as he ſays) the Patri-- 
archall power was Kingly , how comes it-to pals that Eſau forfeited 
his Royal Inheritance © and Facob his younger Brother got it from hims 
nay the alienation of his Birthright (as &egal and as Divine as our Ma(- 


querader would have it,) was tranisferd to the younger Brother even by 


God himſelf, and that too (as we read in Gods promis to the Mother) 
before they were born. Nay though the Father 1/zac had no prejudice 
againſt E/au, but reſolved to make him his Heit, and accordingly ſent 
bim for veniſon to cheriſh his heart, that he might receive his Ble/ing 
and with it the Aſſurance of his 1»heritance ; yer when Facob by Arti- 
fice, and his Brothers borrowed Name had deceived the Father,and ex- 


tofted the Blefſing, we find the grant of his Inheritance, though fraudut 


lently obtain'd was (o far ſrom being retracted, thar the Fathers promiſe 


and word even to the Counterfeit Eſaw was more ſacred, then all the 
formidable ties of Blood, and the inviolable Right of Succeſſion. Now 


I hope, our wife Author will not quatrel with 7ſaacs Injuſtice and 


appeal to the Light of Nature: and Common Right for the Redreſs of 


Eſaus wrong erhaps it may be. objeted rhat Eſaw ſold his Birth- 
right fooliſhly | 
&, ws on. 1ſaaes Determination, 'yet if a Royal Birth-right could 
be ſold or forfeited either by the Folly or Fault of the Heir, where's 
SUCCESSION? and if in our preſent State of Erglend we have 
an Heir of thoſe corrupted Principles, and that depraved Infatuati- 
on, till he has prodigally forfeited his Fathers and his Grand-Fathers 
Bleſsings, the one: having ſealed the Proreſfant Faith with his Blood, 
and the other having particularly entayl'd a curſe upon all his Pro- 
geny that ſhould ever Apoſtatiſe from the Proteſtant Truth to the 
Popiſh Superſtition, if we have an Heir ſo bewitcht by the Charms 
of Rome, which like the Syrens ſongs can convert Reaſon info Mad- 
neſs, or rather like Circes Bowles transform Men into Swine , why not 
che Prodigals fare the husks , -a more proper Reward for him, than a 
Coroxation Feſtival, This I am certain, if he had Eſas Fate, the Ble//ing 
and /nheritance ſhould go together. | 

I ſhall only inſtance one particular more out of holy Writt, Thope 
his &c. in the laft-Parageaph will allow the Judges of 1/rael were a Kixgly 
Power as well as the Patriarchal, and that they may indeed appear ſo, we 
find their Government the moſt agreeing with the preſent Monarchy of 
England, for they had the Power of Life and Death, Peace and war in 
their Prerogative, but then as a Reſtriction againſt Abſolute and Arbitrary 
power, *( like our Common and Eccleſtaſtick Laws ) their Conſtitution 
of Government was limited and confined within the eſtabliſht and recor- 
ded Moſaick Law which was the ultimate Pp of their Jurisdiaioff both 
Civil and Spiritual. Now here in the caſe of Same! Judge of 1ſrael we 


find him parting with his Royz/ty and conferring it upon his two Sons e- 
ven in his own Litetiine : after that we find the 7ſrae/ites diſguſted againſt 


their 


for a Meſs bf Portage, though that we find had no 


M17 
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their ill Government and 'asking for a K»z2, that is ſuch a Kg as 
thoſe of the Nations round about em, 11%. an Abſolute Monarch, - And 
upon this Sau! ſtept up into the Throne. Now here we may obſerve 
there was fo little Regard had to the Right of Succelsion that their law- 
ful Judges even after poſſeſsion were diveſted of their Royal Dignity, 
and that too ( mark it ) not only upon the Peoples Requeſt, but even by 
a Command from the immediate Voice of God, without the leſt Re- 
fletion of - the Duty of paſſive Oteadience to Samuels Sons thole cor: 
rupted Judges of frac. And though it may be objected thar God 
was angry with the Children of 1ſrac/ for their delires of Chaxge, in 
that they had tollow'd other Gods, and that this asking, for a King 
as weread ) look'd like reje&ting of him that had brought e'm out of Fx- 
2ypt, and deliver'd them from the Hands of their Enemies, yet ſince 
God complyed with that delire, no Man mult ſay, this Change was 
unlawful or the removal of their Royal Judges unjuſt. But in An- 
ſwer to all this, our Maſquerader wilt not want a Juſtification for . 
the unalterable Right of Succelſsion, nay rather than ſtand out at a 
dead Lift hee'!l ſtart you up a common Right and a Light of Na- 
ture that upon occaſion ſhall ſuperſede even the Records of Scripture 
and the very immediate Acts of God. Nay we find, after the Conſtitu- 
tion of that more abſolute Fewiſh Monarchy which began in Sa«/,that 
his very next Succeſſor was a Stranger to his Blood, a Man of a 
quite different Family , in ſo much that David the Man after Gods owns 
heart, a man fo eminently beloved of the Almighty, - that from his 
Loygs the promiſ'd Meas ſhould procceed, was a Prince fo far from 


.owing his Crown to, the Right of Birth and Blood, that he was 


anointed King even in his Predeceſlors life in ipight of the Greater ſons of 
Saul thoſe nearer and juſter pretenders to the Crown had Birth-right 
givene'm title to it. But ſo Early a ſea-mark did Gad ſet up againſt t 
fatal Rock, unaltereble Succeſſion, and ſo timely acare did the great 
Founder of Empires, the Divine Omanipotence take, to ſhow that the 
Diſpenſations of Majeſty for his Peoples good and his own Glory, ' were to 
be preferr'd before the Soveraignty of 3irth,that blinder gift of Chance. 
But to come a little down to our own age, even inall our lateſt Modern 
conſtitutions of Monarchy, and that not only in. Ezgl/azd but all the 
Chriſtian Kingdoms in Exrope, we findthere is not altogether that jnfal- 
libility in Birth right, but that Fools and Mad-men notwithſtanding their 
proximity of deſcent are excluded from Empire,ſo that by Mr. Zeffranges 
permiſſion a Shallow Perecranium or an Addled one upon occaſion ſhall put 
very good Royal veins out of play. So that to make Monarchy goa 
litt Awer in hand with our new natural Philoſophy,ſome Criticks will 
tell you , that the Life of it lyes more in the Head than the Heart, that 
is, 1n the Braiz than the Blood. ETLED :, 

And that I need not ſtray far for an Inſtance, have we not had a late 
King of Portugal depoſed as Delirious and Frentick and conſequently ren- 
der d by Law uncapable of reighning, and. all this done by his own Sub- 


jets and thoſe of his ownReligion, without the leaſt Refletion of Trea- 


ſon or. Rebellion or the Afperſion of lifting a hand againſt the Lords a- 
nointed. | | 
Nay if truth might make bold in. £»a/azd there be thoſe that dare 
honeffly venture to ſay there muſt go ſo ſtrong a Doſe of Folly and Mad. 
neſs ox indeed both togetizer to make up the compoſition of a Popiſh Heir 
vers 2 LF 7 to 


EE (35) 
to the Proteſtant Crown of England, eſpecially at Heir that can be fond 
of the Gugars, Bawbles and Trumpery of the Romiſh Superſtition as 
to hazard three Crowns for them, and that too by an Apoſtacy from a 
native Hereditary Proteſtant Faith, not only derived down to him, but 
more ſignally ſealed by a Royal Fathers Martyrdom, a light which cer- 
tainly would ſhine througtrall the miſts and fogs the Feſwitiſh 'Magick 
| has or can caſt about him, though thicker if poſsible then the Zgyprian 
Darkneſs it ſelf, a Darkneſs to be felt ; were there not a Skull in the caſe 
more than ſtrangely impenetrable,and a Cerebellum if poſtibly more than 
ſi he rouge? impedimented : fo that if in Truth he but fairly ſtood the 
| Teſt of an old Statute we have already,the Begging of his Reverſon would 
} . beſo feaſible that it would be croſs we won, and pilehe loſt. 

But to come yet a little nearer to the mark, as it is moſt undouybt- 
edly true that Soules are never Gezerate , and conſequently not always 
derived from the Father thav Begets, it ſometimes ſo falls out by the Ca- 
priceof ſome ill natured pry » or tocome toa more Chriſtian notion, 
by the indiſputable Will of Omanipotence that moulds the Clay as he 
ple 


aſes,to make ſuch infinite diſproportions inthe unequal diſtributing of 
thoſe ſparks of his own Celeſtial fires call'd ſoules, that ſo much over 
rule the inferior Mals of Fleſh and Blood, and ſometimes ſo far Eftrange | 
and alienated a Son from the Nature, Temper, and indeed almoſt | 
ching of the Father, tillic does worle then Boſtardize eyen Legitimacy it 
_” | | —_ 
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